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“I Come ie Thief” 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


$6 EHOLD, I come as a thief”’; 
Qh, hark to the word of His warn- 
ing 
He comes, the Bright Star of the Morning 
That heralds the light of the Sun; 
Far spent is the night of our sorrow, 
New comfort, new joy let us borrow, 
For soon, on the glorious morrow, 
The Great Voice shall say, “It is done.” 


‘* Behold, I come as a thief”; 
And ere the dull world shall awaken 
The treasure of earth shall be taken, 

The salt of the earth, and its light ; 
The dungeons of Death shall be riven, 
The Bride to the Bridegroom be given, 
His jewels be ravished to heaven 

In silent and shadowy night. 


** Behold, I come as a thief’’; 

And blessed are they that are watching 
That so their quick ears may be catching 
The sound of His step as they wait ; 

But woe unto them that are sleeping, 

Who careless their garments are keeping; 

The dawn on their slumber is creeping,— 
They waken, but waken too late ! 








Finding Our Life-Work 

God includes in his complete salvation a life- 
calling for every child of his. And the surrendered 
Christian may be as sure of choosing the right life- 
work as ‘he is of salvation. A young business man 
who believed that God was calling him to the mihis- 
try was finding many obstacles in the way. He con- 
sulted an experienced minister, who outlined a plan 


for him and then gave this counsel: ‘‘ Don’t break 
down any doors. If you find a door closed, pass it 
by till you come to an open door. Don’t force 
yourself in. The doors will be opened.’’ A few 
days later the young man found doors that he had 
never seen before, and they opened without his 
touching them. ‘*God is sure to lead us into our 
life-work,’’ James H. McConkey has said, ‘and he 
does it through some simple thing right at-hand. He 
begins with little things--‘Do the next thing.’ ’’ 
Finding. and fulfilling God’s plan thus becomes 
merely a matter of entering open doors and taking 


the next step. 
a” 


God’s Building Material 

God is prevented from doing what he wants to 
do with our lives when we give him too much mate- 
rial to work with. He cannot use any of our ‘* self’’; 
it is wholly wrong material for his use. ‘‘God made 
the world out of nothing. Unless you are nothing 
but a sinner saved by grace, God cannot do much 
with you.’’ He can work his ‘‘ new creation ’’ mira- 
cle in men when he has the same material that he 
used when he created the universe,—nothing but his 


own power. He cannot use our self-life ; but he can 
crucify it, replacing it with God the Son: and then 
the miracle of the Christ-life begins in us. So there 


is tremendous virility in the old hymn that has been 
mistakenly counted weak, — ‘‘ Oh, to be nothing, noth- 


ing.”’ It is only when we are ready to be nothing 
that Christ can make himself our all, 
ya 


Questions Discouragement Asks 

A despondent Christian is one who has forgotten 
God,—and thinks that God has forgotten Aim. Six 
questions are asked by the Psalmist in Psalm 77 which 
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The 


S WE read more and more among the Psalms we 
are gradually impressed by the number of times 
that these people say ‘‘I will.’” We are accus- 

tomed to the fact that the Psalms are full of reflection 
and full of feeling, and sometimes we may suspect that 
they are over-full of all these changes of mood which 
sweep over the spirit of men. But straight through 
all these fluctuations of feeling, and mastering them 
all, is a ‘great, strong current of volition. Men not 
only tell us what they feel, but they tell us what they 
are going to do about it. 

Nearly two hundred times in these human docu- 
ments which record the despondency and the hesita- 
tion of troubled hearts there leaps out this bright and 
courageous word, ‘‘I will." We may have used the 
Psalms too much because they reflect our ups and 
downs of feeling and because it is a comfort to know 
that others have felt what we feel. But it would be 
a mistaken use of them which makes them only mirror 
our disappointment. And without quite -knowing 
what it was, or putting it into so many words, men 
have been braced and encouraged by these voices in 
the Psalms because of their stout and resolute response 
to God, saying ‘‘I will.'’, When it was hard to do 
right, when they were utterly cast down, when waves 
and billows had gone over their heads, there always 
rises, sooner or later, that response to God which says 
«I will."’ 

Think of the different kinds of action which they 
say they will take, ‘I will lay me down and sleep."’ 
‘*IT will look up,’’ ‘I will praise the Lord,.”” «I 
will be giad.’’ ‘I will bless the Lord.’’ «I will 


“IT Wills ” 


are the questions that every discouraged Christian is 

asking : ; f 
Will the Lord cast off for ever? 

And will he be favorable no more? 


Is his lovingkindness clean gone for ever? 
Doth his promise fail for evermore ? 


Hath God forgotten to be gracious? 
Hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies ? 


To ask these questions is to answer them. The 


Psalmist immediately says, ‘‘This is my sickness.’ 
And he has the cure when he cries, ‘‘I will remem- 
ber.’’ ‘I will meditate also upon all thy work."’ 
‘¢ Remembering God's faithfulness,’’ —the short spell- 
ing of which is ‘‘taith,"’—always makes discourage- 
ment impossible, 
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Sermon Preparation 

Preaching or speaking for God is easy for the 
man who is ‘‘in condition.'’ It is the hardest thing 
in the world for the Christian who has not let himself 
be put into condition, ‘* What a wonderful thing it 
is,’ wrote a minister to a friend after-speaking at a 
meeting where God’s power was very evident, ‘‘when 
one is in the spiritual condition not to pump up water 
from an almost dry cistern, but simply to let the water 
flow from a full reservoir. . . . ‘The water that I shall 
give him will become a fountain within him of water 
springing up for the Life of the ages.’ May it be so 
for you and me.’’ True speaking for God, on the 
platform or privately, isa gz//7. Let us make sure to 
accept the gift of this water which Jesus offers and 
which becomes in us a fountain bubbling over with 
abundant Life. Then we shall have the experience 
that Elizabeth Barrett Browning has suggested in her 
striking lines : 


** How true it is whene’er we say a true word, instantly 
We feel ’tis God’s, not ours.’’ 
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of the Psalms 


love thee.’’ ‘I will call upon the Lord."’ «I will 
fear no evil.’’ - ‘* I] will wash my hands in innocency.”’ 
‘¢I will confess my transgressions,’’ ‘I will be sorry 
for my sin.’’ ‘*As for me, I will call upon God.’ 
‘*T will trust,’’ ‘ 

It is not until we come to dwell upon it that we 
realize how strongly men and women threw themselves 
upon action and gained relief through using their will 
toward God, They did not merely say that they 
wished they might do it, or that they would do their 
best, but they said ‘I will,’’ and they felt that that 
was what God invited. 

In Prothero’s book, called ‘‘ The Psalms in Human 
Life,’’ there is collected together out of history a great 
anthology of instances where the Psalms have incited 
men to action and to endurance. They have had 
their greatest inspiration, not for the pensive and the 
dreamers, but for the active life, for those wha bear 
the brunt of the battle and the heat of the day. With 
a word out of them some man flings away his cow- 
ardice and is strong again. Those who were supine 
and discouraged stand upon their feet as some one of 
these bold, faithful words makes their spirit take fire. 
And that must be one of the reasons why the world 
has loved them so, that they encourage the timid, the 
cast down, the faithless, and the sinful to take action 
once more. 

We cannot use them without getting the feeling that 
whatever may be the matter with us we ought to go 
and do something about it. We know how easy it is 
to dwell upon our sadness and wish we might feel 
better, but that is a very different state of mind from 








306 * 


saying, ‘‘1 will be glad." Whether the time is pro- 
pitious or not, whether he feels like it or no, gladness 
is too great a matter to be left to chance, and he takes 
it resolutely into his own hands and says, ‘‘1 will re- 
joice."’ We wait for trust and love and praise to 
come to us as if they were blessings about which no- 
body could do anything ; but there is little solid glad- 
ness in this world when all is left to random feelings 
and chance influences. We have much to say about 
this matter ourselves, and God waits to hear us say it. 
Perhaps there is no direction in which we can show 
more moral character than in just this direction of 
saying what the prevailing tone of our feeling shall be. 
Those who leave it all to chance and let their moods 
sway and swing them this way and that are likely to 
have a precarious sort of happiness in this world. 
After all, it is not for events and the weather and 
accidents and other people to say what the prevailing 
spirit of our life is to be, but for us ourselves, in 
Christ, to legislate and will. Said a very bright and 
cheery man when asked how he came to be of such 
a happy spirit : **It was because I found that I was 
getting to be a pessimist, always looking on the dark 
side of things, and I saw that it was for me to 


take it in hand and say whether my life should be- 


ruined this way or not. And now it is all gone,’’ 
He put his will into the work of gladness where it 
belonged. 

Our asylums are full of people who did not know 
this. Many of them left it all to chance, threw the 
reins upon every feeling that swept across their spirits, 
—treated it as if it were a matter with which they had 
nothing whatever to do, Anything might come in 
and take the throne in their heart, and at last the evil 
spirit conquered. Against all this, and we have seen 
so much of it, spoiling beautiful lives, darkening 
fine minds and perverting our destiny, —these strong, 
resolute, courageous voices of men who knew sound 
out their challenge to fear and worry and care and im- 
purity, and say, ‘‘I will be glad,’’ for that is the thing 
the will was meant for, to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever. 

Yet our mere will can never make us lastingly glad 
or strong. The glory. of the will is that by it we can 
decide to trust God. When we will to turn over our 
lives to Christ as Saviour and Master, and let him 
wholly live our life for us by living his life in us, his 
joy and strength are ours ; and then for the first time 
we can say ‘I will’’ to His will. 

No wonder men have gone into battle with the 
Psalms on their lips. They are full of consecrated 
will. No wonder that they are connected in human 
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history with strong souls and eager spirits and not 
with dreamers and the morbid and the coward. No 
wonder that the Pilgrims ‘‘shook the depths of the 
desert gloom with their hymns of lofty cheer.’’ 

cheer! The world has great need of it from us all. 
Many a weak man who has no faith and has lost his 
bearings is secretly, wistfully looking to some man he 
knows is a Christian, hoping that he is going to show 
himself superior to all chance and set the tune to 
march by. 

It is inspiring also to find how very seldom these 
spiritual conquerors, and more than conquerors, 
named the conditions under which they would under- 
take to trust, or worship, or sing, or bless: The word 
‘‘if’’ is a very scarceone in the Psalms. You do not 
run across it often. Men are always telling us that 
they would do grand things ‘‘if’’—. But the men 
who count in this world are those who are going to 
do it anyway, whether or no. People say they would 
pray, and they would work, and they would be en- 
thusiastic if only such and such conditions were 
brought about. They would do no such thing. All 
the great work which blesses and enriches ‘the world 
is done by people who are going to do it anyway. 
They would like it if some things could be stated in 
better terms, they would appreciate it if a new temper 
prevailed in the society around them, but they can- 
not wait for that. They are more likely to say, 
‘Though a host should encamp against me, my 
heart shall not fear ; though war should rise against 
me, even then I will be confident."’ The best work- 
ers for God are those who are going to work for him 
anyhow. The gladdest lives are those that know the 
royalty of the will, and that God has given it the 
power to say what life's atmosphere shall be. If we 
are permanently and poisonously sad it is because we 
have at least indirectly willed to be so. 

The season before us is one from which many have 
looked for great results. They expect the summer to 
do much for them. But if they leave it all to the 
mere sweep of the weather little will happen. ‘There 
have been summers which have hardly left a mark 
upon us save to make us more inert than before. We 
give way to the languor and the sensations of it. It 
does not seem to be the season when the will is .at 
flood. But in this bright season it is as elsewhere 
through life, for us to say how it shall go, what it shall 
be, and what it shall leave behind it. But let us not 
make the mistake of believing that the will comes 
into action through some terrific grind and heave. 
These Psalmists said ‘‘I will’? because they were 
people who trusted God. 





What the Jews Thought of Gentiles 


Did Peter in common with the other aposiles from Pen- 
tecost to the time of the convetsion of Cornelius (Acts 10) 
believe that Jesus offered salvation from sin to the Jews 
only, and that there was no hope for the Gentile world at 
all?—ILLINOIS OLD SUBSCRIBER. 


All well-taught Jews knew that there was hope for 
the Gentile world, But they thought that the hope 
of the Gentile was the Jew. They believed that only 
as the Gentile became a Jew could he be blessed. 
‘The Old Testament was and is filled with promises 
of blessing to the whole world, all nations (or Gen- 
tiles); but through the Jew. One such passage, from 
Isaiah 49 : 6, is quoted by Paul and Barnabas in Acts 
13:47: 

** T have set thee for a light of the Gentiles, 

That thou shouldest be for salvation unto the uttermost 

part of the earth,’’ 


And before Peter's vision in Acts to, followed by the 
giving of the Holy Spirit to Cornelius and his house- 
hold, even Peter and the other apostles evidently 
believed that if an ‘‘unclean’’ Gentile was to become 
a saved Christian he must first be made ‘‘clean’’ by 
conforming to the law of Moses; then only was there 
hope for him in Christ. That God through faith in 
the blood of Christ could cleanse an unclean Gentile 
without his doing any works of the law was an as- 
tounding thought to Peter and the church. Three 
times God gave Peter the vision of ‘‘common and 
unclean "* things which God had cleansed (Acts Io : 
14-16). No wonder ‘they of the circumcision that 
believed were amazed, as many as came with Peter, 
because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the 
gift of the Holy Spirit’’ (Acts 10: 45). It would not 
have surprised them had these Gentiles first become 





Jewish proselytes or converts, and then had accepted 
Christ. It was the salvation of Gentiles as Geniiles, 
not as Jews, that was the amazing revelation of God's 
grace even to the believing, Spirit-filled leaders of the 
Church of Christ. 

It was the unwillingness of some in the professing 
church a dozen or more years later to yield to God in 
his revealed plan of salvation by grace, not the law ; 
by faith, not works, that made necessary the formal 
declaration of the church in the Council at Jerusalem 
(Acts 15), as set forth fully in the lesson-articles in 
this issue of The Sunday School Times. 
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For the Minister-Reader—and Others 


Any minister-reader of The Sunday School Times 
may obtain free of charge and postpaid a copy of 
Dr. Haldeman’s 20-cent pamphlet, ‘‘This Hour Not 
the Hour of the Prince of Peace,’’ by writing to the 
publisher, Charles C. Cook, 150 Nassau Street, New 
York City. As was stated in a review notice in the 
Minister's Number of the Times, February 19, ‘‘ This 
booklet is one of the most tremendous pieces of Spirit- 
directed eloquence that readers of The Sunday School 
Times are likely to find in a generation.’’ The Editor 
rejoices that provision has been made for the distri- 
bution of a large number of the pamphlets among 
ministers. If you wish to take advantage of this offer, 
write early. 

Another wholly exceptional booklet, of a different 
kind, is offered free to ministers and missionaries and 
can be secured by addressing The Sunday School 
Times. Few daily Bible reading plans have met with 
such enthusiastic reception throughout the world as 
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has been given the forty-page pamphlet, ‘‘Once a 
Year,"’ prepared by J. H. Smeeton, a missionary of 
Algiers. ‘‘Once a Year’’ is a consecutive daily Bible 
reading plan, arranged as a help to the intelligent 
study of the whole Bible during each year, with a 
supplement consisting of short topical portions suit- 
able for Family Worship. Names and addresses of 
ministers and missionaries who receive copies of this 
pamphlet are forwarded to Mr. Smeeton, the author, 
og records. Others may secure copies at 5 cents 
each. 


<— 
Do You Want Prayer-Meeting Help? 


I have often been thinking that The Sunday School 
‘Times. would be a great help to the work of the church if 
a column could be devoted to the mid-week prayer-meet- 


ing. 

Tacet of the prayer-meeting topics and discussions or 
addresses are given in ministers’ magazines, Class lead- 
ers and laymen do not get to see these. Most prayer- 
meeting folks also attend the Sunday-school and may be 
already subscribers to ‘The Sunday School Times. ‘Ihen 
again your paper is interdenominational, and would be of 
great value in reaching a great many people in all the 
churches, and arouse new interest in the mid-week prayer- 
meeting. . 


I have been thinking about this for over a year, ever 
since you asked how you might help the pastor. I think 

it would be very helpful if some definite plan or system 

could be followed. I hope you will be able to give this 

some consideration in the future.— A SASKATCHEWAN 

SUGGESTER. 

This letter came to the attention of two leading co- 
workers of The Sunday School Times. ‘* Well worth 
serious consideration,’’ commented one. ‘‘ Hardly 
enough latent interest in the mid-week prayer-meet- 
ing,’’ was the word of the other, ‘‘to warrant us in 
expecting much response to such a department. I 
wish my impression were different."’ 

What is your impression and your desire, as a 
reader of The Sunday School Times? The Editor 
would like frank replies from readers, giving their 
thoughts freely as to whether The Sunday School 
Times would do well to includea regular department 
on the mid-week prayer-meeting. 

And if you think such a department ought to be 
furnished, what features would you like to have it 
include? What could the Times ,give that would 
be most helpful ‘to you, ‘as layman or minister, ‘for 
your own local mid-week prayer-meeting ? 

The editors of The Sunday School Times will 
gladly give earnest and prayerful consideration to the 
views of its readers on this important subject. 


> a 
Shall We Give Socials In the Church ? 


There is a question in my mind, and in the minds of 
several other girls I know. It is in regard to sketches, 





suppers, lawn fetes, socials, etc., in the church. I am 
president of our Young People’s Christian Union. Once 
a month we have a business meeting and a social. With- 


out going into detail, I feel sure you know what is done 
at church socials, They are held in the basement of our 
church, which is really our Sunday-school room, ours 
being a small church. We also expected to give a lawn 
fete on the lawn of the church. 

Last winter we gave a short sketch entitled ‘‘ Too Much 
Bobby.”’ This was given entirely by girls. It was merely 
a confusing of the name of a dog and a boy, and taught 
one not to jump at conclusions. ‘This had to be given in 
the pulpit, as our basement is too small and we have no 
place outside the church. key 

I have just placed before you as best I can what is in 
my mind. I find these socials are very enjoyable and 
successful for the society. It seems impossible to bring 
the members together outside of the church. We tried 
having socials at different houses, but some are bound not 
to go to the house, feeling strange, and most houses will 
not accommodate the whole society. I know we must 
have the chief bond of fellowship the spiritual life ; but I 
think you will agree with me there is some social life 
needed.—A PRINCETON CONFERENCE GIRL. 


Social life zs needed. The church that lacks it will 
lack in its best spiritual opportunity, life, and service. 
At the same time reverence, and a sense of the fit- 
ness of things, are also needed. The church that 
lacks these will lack in its best life and service. 
There would seem to be no Scriptural reason why 
social gatherings of a proper sort should not be held 
in some part of the church building. Such _gather- 
ings should not be boisterous or ‘‘rough house’’ 
affairs, They can be full of good spirits and social 
fellowship without being in’any way contrary to the 
Spirit of Christ or going beyond his control. A rever- 
ent sense of the fitness of things would prompt the 
holding of such socials in other parts of the church 
building than the church auditorium or the pulpit. 
God will guide those who are responsible, in answer 
to their earnest prayer and seeking of his will, which 
is then to be followed in simple recognition of the 
dictates of good taste and common sense. ; 
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‘LESSON FOR MAY 28 (Acts 15 : 1-35) 





Putting Law and Grace into Their Right Places 


What is the law, and how does it prepare the way for the Gospel? | 








**Do we then make the law of none effect through faith? 
God forbid : nay, we establish the law’’ (Rom. 3 : 31). 


HE law revealed at Sinai contained two main ele- » 


ments : An Ethical Code and A Ritual Service, 

sometimes described as the moral law and the 
ceremonial law, ‘The former consisted of the Deca- 
logue (or ‘* Ten Words’’) containing the principles of 
the whole (Exod. 20 and comp. Deut. 5) supplemented 
by a considerable number of minor enactments relat- 
ing to the details of conduct in various departments 
of national and domestic life (Exod, 21-23, etc.). 
The ‘‘ritual service’’ consisted of a system of religious 
ordinances—as to sacrifices and ceremonies—centered 
in the tabernacle and the Aaronic priesthood, both of 
which were instituted under special divine revelation 
at Sinai. The Bible indicates very clearly that it was 
the purpose of the divine Lawgiver to furnish Israel 
(and through Israel, the world) with 


l. A REVEALED MORAL STANDARD 


which should be an abiding witness to the claims of 
God on human life, and at the same time a discipline 
to prepare souls for Christ. 

Historically, the Jewish system was a preparatory 
one, and the Old Testament can only be interpreted 
in the light of the New. Equally true it is that the 
New Testament can only be rightly interpreted in the 
light of the Old. ‘The calling of Israel, as a nation 
selected for a central place in the divine world-plan, is 
a leading fact of the Bible system. Unless this is kept 
in mind the Bible must be an enigma. ‘He hath 
not dealt so with any nation’’ (Psa. 147 : 20). Israel 
was selected to be the favored recipient of a divine 
revelation to which other sacred books present no 
parallel. 


Preparing Israel for Her High Mission 

Such was Israel’s mission. A spiritual Israel, ‘‘a 
godly seed,’’ was to fulfil it. But a carnal Israel was 
‘not capable of it. If Israel was to bring Christ to the 
world, Israel herself must be brought to Christ. And 
as a typical Jew afterward declared, having insight 
into the divine method: ‘‘The law is become our 
tutor to bring us unto Christ’’ (Gal. 3 : 24). So the 
passage given above from Exodus Ig is followed by 
the giving of the law, the first step in the program of 
divine patience for preparing Israel for Christ. 
‘* Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added be- 
cause of transgressions, till ##e seed should come"’ 
(Gal. 3: 19). This must be examined more closely. 

1. The law destroys self-righteousness, for ‘*by the 
law is the knowledge of sin’’ (Rom. 3:20). The 
law does not produce sin. It produces a knowledge 
of sin. ‘I had not &nown sin, but by the law”’ 
(Rom. 7:7). Sin may be present, but not ‘*known"’ 
or recognized, 4‘ Until the law sin was in the world"’ 
(Rom. 5 : 13). But the tendency of habitual sin is to 
blunt the edge of conscience. The result must be a 
reprobate state of mind (into which the heathen world 
was fallen—indulging even unnatural vice without 
shame—Rom., 1) unless some external aid were af- 
forded to the conscience. This was the divine mercy 
to Israel. As a-plumb-line reveals the crookedness 
of a badly built wall, as a mirror reflects the unclean- 
ness of a face,—the former not making the crooked- 
ness nor the latter the filth, but making them known, 
—so the law was designed to produce a sense of sin 
in Israe?, to silence vain excuses, and to lead at least 
one nation to own sin by its proper name. This it 
did. In times when in the pagan world awful vice 
was allowed to rage unrebuked, the moral law in 
Israel kept conscience alive, and constituted, even in 
the darkest days, a stern rebuke to evildoers, to which 
prophets could appeal as to a glass wherein men 
might behold their natural face and see what manner 
of men they were in the sight of the Lord their God. 

Nevertheless the most ferfect instrument may be 
rendered useless through wrong handling ; and in the 
hands of men whose minds and hearts were out of 
sympathy with the Lawgiver, and who sought their 
own honor rather than that of the law, even their per- 
fect Decalogue was robbed of its power, ‘‘The law 
is good, if a man use it lawfully’’ (1 Tim. 1 : 8), but 
perverse interpretations were put upon it. It was 
fenced about with ‘‘traditions’’ which rendered it of 
none effect, until it seemed ‘‘in vain.’’ : 
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In spite of the clear decision of the Holy Spirit at 
the ‘“‘ Council at Jerusalem” on the question of Jaw 
and grace, the vast majority of professing Christians 
' to-day are—in greater or less degree—under bond- 
age to ‘“‘the law.” They have not learned the 
mystery of the law that is perfect but can make noth- 
ing perfect, and of the faith that gives freedom 
from the law and yet “‘ establishes ’’ it. 








But there were Spirit-taught men in Israel, and 
their sense of the true meaning of the law found ex- 
pression in the sermons of the prophets—voices crying 
in the wilderness, yet observed and welcomed by the 
meek and humble among the people ; ull in the ful- 
ness ‘of time another voice began to be heard in the 
land, the voice of tne divine Lawgiver himself, born 
of a woman, born under the law, incarnate amongst a 
people who were under the law. The true ‘*inten- 
tion’’ and spiritual meaning of the moral law of 
Moses .vas never more clearly shown than in the ser- 
mon which taught that ‘‘except your righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom 
of heaven’’ (Matt. 5 : 20). 

Is Christ then a second Moses, come to erect a new 
ideal which shall only shame the human heart and, 
baffling its endeavors, lead men to despair forever ? 
It would seem so if Christianity be only an ethical 
system, as some expound it. 

But we have not so learned Christ. Rather the 
law-was thus clarified, as a surgeon might sharpen.a 
knife which careless guardians had allowed to blunt 
and rust, to do the work it was destined todo. And 
what work was that? To kill within the human heart 
all self-righteousness, and thus cause man to despair 
of satisfying God's righteous claims by any supposed 
‘*righteousness'’ of his own; to turn the Pharisee 
who was ‘‘ willing to justify himself’’ into a humbled 
sinner who should justify God, and thereby find justifi- 
cation before God (Luke 8 : 26-30 ; 10: 29; 18: 10-14). 

2. The law destroys (or slays) self-confidence. When 
the power of the law is experienced in a man’s life 
he comes to a realization of his own impotence. 
Romans 7 is a chapter of autobiography from the 
pen of such aman. Brought up beneath the letter of 
the law, but unaffected by its spiritual power, he had 
gone on with heart and conscience undisturbed until 
this law ‘*came’’ to him; and then, having made 
determined. efforts to embody the discovered ideal in 
his life, he falis back in despair at his own carnality 
and bondage, crying, ‘‘O wretched man that I am !’’ 
and calling out for a deliverer. ° 

Take up his narrative and follow his reflections, 


Paul’s Trouble in Romans 7 

Formerly he had lived, indeed, in a state of sin, 
but without a knowledge of it. The outward life cor- 
rect, the inner life of thought and desire as yet un- 
challenged by a spiritual law, how should he recog- 


nize sin? (v. 7.) How could the rebellious principie, 


be discovered until there was some feit rule to rebel 
against? Sin was ‘‘dead,’’ ‘The serpent was sleep- 
ing, as one dead, until disturbed by a commandment 
—a challenge to obedience, and then its hiss was 
heard ; ‘*all manner of concupiscence.’’ The law 
had aroused it (v. 8). But ‘* without the law sin was 
dead.”’ 

Once self-confidence had been strong in this man. 
**I was alive without the law once’’ (v. 9). He had 
innocently imagined himself well able to live a life 
well-pleasing to God, until the inward meaning of 
the law,—the spiritual character of its demands, 
dawned upon him. ‘*The commandment came”’ to 
him with power. The rest is written in tears. For 
with the coming of the new ideal a movement of sin 
began in his heart. Sin revived (v. 9); that is, the 
rebellious principle asserted itself, and the ultimate 
end of this new phase of experience was not life, 
which the law promised to success, but death, which 
waited on failure. ‘I died’’ (vs. 9, 10). The life 
was taker out of him by sin as he found himself 
brought under its now lively power. ‘Sin... slew 
me’ (v. I1). 


"Not all in a moment.” Tt was a painful “discipline. 


He had to learn that mere admiration (v. 12) does 
not lead to attainment in this warfare. And so death 
had to be produced or ‘‘ wrought ’’ in him by failure, 
through bitter experience of the power of indwelling 
sin ; failure which, in the light of an ideal so com- 
manding to his conscience and judgment, now ap- 
peared so exceeding iniquitous and shameful (v. 13). 
He struggled against this revelation of his own car- 
nality. For it is not except after painful and re- 
peated experience of failure that a man is brought to 
‘confess, ‘‘I am carnal, sold under sin. ... 1 know 
that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good 
thing.’’ Sedf-reliance is too flattering a doctrine to 
be renounced lightly, and it is a deceit nourished by 
sin within us (vs. 14-18). 

Now self-confidence has been slain. Read verses 
15 and 16 and 19 to 23, where the man confronts the 
facts of his own nature. This man was alive ‘‘once."’ 
But now he has ‘‘died.’’» No pride remains. ‘*Con- 
fidence in the flesh'’ (Phil. 3 : 3) has gone forever. 
The challenge of the towering ideal has killed it. It 
is high ; he cannot attain to it. 


A Law that We All Discover 

‘«I come short of its glory ; I am guilty,'’ says the 
man of Romans 3. 

‘‘I cannot attain to that glory,'’ says the man of 
Romans 7, ‘‘for I am carnal."’ Human nature is 
not equal to the task, for sin has made its dwelling 
there and weakened every fiber it possessed. ‘‘ How 
to perform that which is good I find not."' Philoso- 
phers may tell him to ‘* hitch his wagon to a star,"’ 
but a fallen sinner is not able to climb to Heaven. 
Earth draws him as by sume law of moral gravitation, 
for earth has found a lodgment in his heart. His 
carnal nature harnesses him to the dust. ‘‘/ find a 
Zaw, that, when I would do good, evil is present with 
me’’ (v. 21). This law the man has by experience 
discovered for himself. He can conceive nothing 
grander than to realize the ideals of the law of God 
(v. 22), but the principle of rebellion against that 
authority is deep rooted in his personality, and that 
rebellious principle (the law of sin in his members) 
has declared and wages a perpetual war upon the 
lawful resolutions of the mind (v. 23). He can ad- 
mire the law, as a man can admire the stars from be- 
hind the bars of a prison. But he turns from the 
vision to sicken at the spectacle of his own sad state 
with which the broad free heavens seem to taunt him, 
He has discovered what it means to be a captive. 
And he who once would have scorned the idea that 
he needed a Saviour, now cries out for one—a hum- 
bled soul ; and we listen to his exceeding bitter cry : 
‘*Who shall deliver me?’’ 

So we see self-righteousness excluded (Rom. 3); 
self-confidence slain (Rom. 7). Many earnest souls 
in Israel learned thus their need of a righteousness 
and a strength not their own, 

We conclude that this perfect moral law was given 
to furnish a moral standard witnessing to the abiding 
claims of God on human life and disciplining souls 
Sor Christ. 

Many prominent passages of Holy Scripture confirm 
this conclusion, It is the argument of Galatians 3 
that the law was not revealed to supplant the promise 
(that is, to present an alternative way of salvation or 
contradict the Gospel ‘‘ preached fore to Abra- 
ham’’). It was given to prepare men for the fulfil- 
ment of the promise,—that is, for Christ. 

This function of the law is prefigured in the per- 
sonal history of the human law-giver. Moses led the 
people to the confines of the promised land, but into 
the inheritance he could not bringthem. That honor 
was reserved for another, for Joshua (Jesus). Romans 
7 reveals Moses leading a soul over weary ways 
toward the promise, but failing to bring him in 
(‘* toward the promise’’ ?) Yes, for the passage from 
pride to humility brings a man very near to salvation. 
So Romans 7 shows what the law could do. But 
Romans 8 shows that ‘‘what the law could not do, in 
that it was weak through.the flesh,’’—that is, because 
of the corruptness and impotence of fallen human 
nature, ‘‘God sending his own Son"’ has effected for 
all who believe in Christ. Romans 8 reveals Joshua 
—the living Saviour, Christ Jesus, by his Spirit— 

(Continued on page 317} 
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By Frank L. Brown 


Enlisting China’s Men in Bible Chitin 


How en American business man started the men’s Bible class movement in China 


of the World's 


A real part of the Billy Sunday campaigns and the new awakening among men in . 


America is this movement in China. Mr. Brown’s story forms a com 


ion to the 


account on the facing page of revival results in Philadelphia, which calls attention to 
the relation of this Chinese movement to revivals in America. 


N the fall of 1914 a business man of Nelsonville, 
Ohio, R. A. Doan, with two others, went as a 
commission from the Foreign Christian Mission- 

ary Society to visit the Philippines, China, and Japan. 
Intending to continue the tour around the world by 
way of India and Africa, they were deterred by the 
war from completing the plan. Just then there 
came to Mr. Doan the call to remain in China suffi- 
ciently long to visit the stations of his church, give 
Bible readings, and if possible and practicable, or- 
ganize Adult Bible Classes. 

Mr. Doan had been for years a successful business 
man. His business was the manufacturing of tile 
paving. At least that was his livelihood. His real 
business was reaching men for the Kingdom. From 
a class of 11 members at Nelsonville he built up an 
attendance ranging from 600 to 1,000 men. 

He was far-sighted enough to see that now was the 
strategic time to lay the foundations in China of the 
Adult Bible Class Movement, and to make that move- 
ment the center of a continuous Bible study evangel- 
istic campaign. The Mott-Eddy meetings had pro- 
foundly stirred the officials and the literati of China, 
These literati, the scholars of China, had stood like a 
wall against the claims of Christianity. They are the 
great human influence in China. They had won their 
position in their communities as the successful com- 
petitors in the annual examinations, which brought to 
such cities as Nanking nearly twenty thousand of 
the students of the Chinese classics. These exam- 


ination'stalls, seventeen thousand of them, still stand 


at Nanking, overgrown with weeds. 

And now some seventeen thousand of the officials 
and scholars of China had enlisted in the movement 
for Bible study initiated by Mr. Eddy. They must 
be gathered in Bible classes, under competent leaders. 
The Y. M. C. A. was doing all that was possible at 
its centers. At educational centers the Christian 


leaders were doing their part. But the church and . 


Sunday-school had not yet been organized. 

Mr. Doan saw the opportunity. He consented to 
inaugurate the work first at the stations of the Chris- 
tian Church, on condition that the meetings sound 
the evangelistic note. A strong Chinese evangelist 
was designated as his assistant. The proposed plan 
was to gather Christians and non-Christians, as well 
as inquirers, for Mr. Doan’s Bible studies, these to 
be followed by an evangelistic address and appeal. 

Nantungchow, Kiansu, the home town of Chang 
Chien, the Minister of Agriculture, was selected as the 
starting-point for the meetings. Through Mr. Chang’s 
influence this city of sixty thousand was unusually 
progressive. He owned large flour and cotton mills 
there, and had enriched and beautified the commu- 
nity by fine roads, medical school and hospital, a 
museum, and a school system graded from kinder- 
garten to normal schools, An agricultural school had 
in training one hundred and fifty young men from the 
best homes. 

The preparations for the meeting consisted of hand- 
bills and invitations to special friends, The Rev. 
Alexander Paul, Secretary of the Centenary Conference 
Bible Study Committee, says : 

‘*We reached Nantungchow on a Saturday noon ; 
the meetings were te begin the next day. Imagine 
our surprise when we found that the Chamber of Com- 
merce and some of the leading officials of the city had 
asked that they be allowed to make arrangements for 
the meetings! They fitted up the largest temple in 
the city, which several years previously had been 
changed into an assembly hall with a good iron roof 
and glass ventilators. Several leading men of the 
city, representing the official, civil, and military life, 
and the Chamber of Commerce and the Educational 
Association, were at the first meeting to bid us wel- 
come. All through the eight-days’ meetings quite a 
number of the leading citizens were in attendance ; 
the temple, with a capacity of seven to eight hundred 
people, was crowded daily."’ 

The evangelistic meetings were held at two in the 
afternoon. At these meetings Mr. Doan made short, 
direct addresses, His Bible studies were taken from 


the Gospel of Luke. They were clear-cut, concise 
lectures, with the one object in view of leading those 
who heard to a clearer realization of what it means to 
be a Christian. The teachings of Jesus were applied 
to all classes, rich and poor, learned and unlearned. 

At the close of the meetings the count showed that 
sixty-five men—teachers, business men, and city offi- 
cials—had signed the cards to indicate their desire to 
study the Scripture with the purpose of finding the truth. 
It was decided to present to these men the plan of 
the Adult Bible Class Movement in America, its pur- 
poses, activities, and committees. An evening was 
set aside tor discussion. The class then decided 
unanimously to organize. The teacher was the 
Chinese pastor and a graduate of Nanking School of 
Theology. The class grew to ninety-five, not count- 
ing the Christians, and among the influential men 
who have joined is the president of the local branch 
of the Kiansu National Bank. 

The fact that Mr. Doan came as a business man, 
and at his own charges, was an impressive thing to 
these practical Chinese, whose first question, almost, 
is as to the motive behind the action. 

As a result of the meetings, at Nanking, Wuhu, 
and Luchowfu similar classes were organized. The 
membership of all these classes organized by Mr. 
Doan was seven hundred. An organized woman's 
class of sixty members was also completed at Nan- 
king, and other women’s classes are in process of 
organization. 

Two things were forced home upon Mr. Doan from 
his experience. First, the need of such organized, 
classes, not simply for non-Christians and inquirers, 
but for the church membership, eighty percent of 
which is adult and few of whom study the Bible 
after baptism. The conception of Christianity of the 
latter class is crude, and they have not the personal 
evangelistic fervor of the Koreans, The second need 
was a trained leadership for these classes, which in 
the present open attitude of the Chinese, could be 
organized without limit if teachers were ready. 

In a conference with Mr. E, G. Tewksbury, Secre- 
tary of the China Sunday School Union, following 
these meetings, Mr. Doan stated his convictions as 
to the opportunity of the organized Adult Bible Class 
at this crisis, and the need of trained leaders, Mr. 
Tewksbury was enthusiastic for the plan of the organ- 
ized classes, which were the first of the kind in China, 
and eager to carry forward the plan of training Sun- 
day-school and oftganized class leaders at the four 
training conferences which were planned for the 
summer. The financial conditions, however, made 
this impossible. 

This whole matter was later considered at an im- 
portant gathering representing the Bible Study Com- 
mittee of the Shanghai Centenary Conference, the 
Bible Study Committee of the Y. W. C. A. and the 
Y. M. C. A., the Special Committee of the China 
Continuation Committee on a Forward Evangelistic 
Movement, the Executive Committee of the China 
Sunday School Union, and the Educational Associa- 
tion of China. 

The wonderful work accomplished in Scranton and 
Philadelphia by the Adult Bible Classes in promoting 
and conserving the great evangelistic work of Billy 
Sunday was spoken of at that Shanghai meeting and 
the hope expressed that this may be God's agency 
for a similar movement in China. 

Action was taken by the China Continuation Com- 
mittee, uniting the Sunday School and Bible Study 
Committees for an aggressive Bible study campaign. 

Following the summer leaders’ training confer- 
ences which this committee approved, the following 
lines of work for local centers were decided upon : 


1. The appointment of a denominationai Sunday-school 
committee to co-operate with the Union Committee on 
Class Organization, and to keep in close touch with re- 
turned delegates. 

2, A Union District Adult Bible Class Organization to 
join together the several church committees for a union 
forward evangelistic movement in a given city or district. 

3- District conferences preceding evangelistic meetings 


MAY 13, 1916 


for special instruction in personal work during the meet- 
ings, and for Bible teaching following these meetings. 
This conference would be in charge of one of the national 
committee directing the evangelistic and Sunday-school 


<a 
4- Work during evangelistic meetings through the local 
Adult Bible Classes. 

5. ** Follow up ”’ Adult Bible Class activities to conserve 
the spiritual life of the members and to continue the ree 
sults by individual and co-operative class effort. 


In addition to the summer school at Kuling, at- 
tended thirty Chinese in training as Adult Class 
leaders, four conferences are planned for North and 
South China to extend the training of a Bible class 
leadership. The first of these conferences was held 
at Mukden, Manchuria, October 13 to November 
I1 last, attended by fifty-two, thirty of these from 
Manchuria, twenty from North China, two from 
Hunan, and representing ten missions. 

The topics studied indicated the earnestness of 
their preparation : 

‘* Bible study and teaching."’ 

‘* Organized Adult Bible Class work."’ 

‘« How to study and how to teach."’ 

‘*The organization, conduct, and follow-up of an 
evangelistic forward movement.’’ 

‘« Personal work in leading men to Christ.’ 

‘*Forms and methods of Christian social service.’’ 

This is the plan, providential, sane, open, which is 
before the workers of China to assist in the evangel- 
izing of this great nation. 

BRookLyn, N. Y. 


‘ade 
The Child Martyrs of Bible Lands 


An Urgent Message to the Sunday-Schools 


LL Sunday-school members are interested in the 
Lands of the Bible. 
And they are also interested in children 
everywhere—especially Christian children. 
Now, at this very time, while you are reading these 
words, there are tens of thousands of Armenian and 
Syrian Christian children, whose homes are in Bible 


lands, who are actually suffering for shelter and. 


clothes and food. sé 

They, have been driven away from their homes, 
some of them into the deserts, and some into the 
mountains, and some into other shelterless places. 
The fathers of most of these boys and girls have been 
killed, having refused to accept Mohammedanism, 

A million Christian Armenians have been slain 
within a year, or else put in imminent danger of death. 

The Americans who are trying to save the lives of 
the Armenians who remain have asked the Sunday- 
schools of this country to try to feed and clothe the 
children who survive. May 28 has been set apart as 
Armenian Day in the churches and Sunday-schools, 

Ten cents will keep a boy or girl alive for a week. 

If every member of the Sunday-school will give ten 
cents (and many will be able to give much more), and 
give it soon, it will be possible to save the lives of 
many thousands of Armenian boys and girls. 

Every Sunday-school and every one of its classes 
should consider how much it can do for the Armenian 
Christians. American children sing : 


** I think when I read that sweet story of old, 
When Jesus was here among men ; 
How he took little children, like lambs, to his fold, 
I wish I had been with him then.”’ 


Well, he bas told us how we may do more for him 
than we could have done in his lifetime. Jesus has 
gone to heaven, but in the land that he loved, the 
land of his boyhood, there are a great company of his 
little friends, who bear his name, ragged, homeless, 
orphaned, and starving. Concerning them, Jesus said, 

‘« Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye did it unto me.”* 

We are running a race with death. Only haste will 
enable us to save the Armenian Christian boys and 
girls. So give quickly, guéck/y, QUICKLY; and the 
money will be cabled to the Bible lands. 

Every penny will go to feed and clothe the suffer- 
ing ; the expense of collecting the money and sending 
it to the needy is all borne by a generous friend. 

Send all money to Mr. Charles R. Crane, Treasurer 
American Committee for Armenian and Syrian Relief, 
70 Fifth Avenue, New York City ; do not. give it to 
any agents. 

John Wanamaker, H. J. Heinz, Frank L. Brown, 

For Worla’s Sunday School Association. 

E. K. Warren, Fred A. Welis, Marion Lawrance, 

’ For International Sunday School Association. 

John B, Calvert, Edward L. Smith, William T. Ellis, 

For Armenian National Relief Committee, 
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The Sunday-School’s Part in Philadelphia’s Revival } 


And the city’s spiritual barometer as read in her mid-week prayer-meetings is discussed 
in this third article on the after-effects of the Billy Sunday campaign 





scammer 





| oe were two campaigns going on in Philadel- 
phia the winter that Billy Sunday came. One 
of them was started three months before his ar- 
rival, and was well under way when the great evan- 
gelistic general came and carried it forward. It was 
the movement to get 50,000 men into Bible classes, 
and was led by Mr. George G. Dowey, who is now 
General Secretary of the Philadelphia County Sunday 
School Association. — 

It is in connection with these Bible classes that the 
most notable of the financial results of the campaign 
are seen, 

Many consider this men’s movement to be the 
greatest and most permanent result of the revival 
movement. In October of 1914, when the campaign 
for men started, there were 14,000 men reported as 
enrolled in all the 721 Sunday-schools of Philadel- 
phia. In Mr. Dowey’s article on ‘* The Men's Bible 
Class Miracle in Philadelphia,’’ published in The 
Sunday School Times of June 12, 1915, Mr. Dowey 
presented the report of the 100 best churches and the 
100 poorest. 

The too best churches reported 17,500 men en- 
rolled in Bible classes, as against the 14,000 that had 
been reported for the 721 schools. 

These too churches reported 11,110 converts, and 
of these 4,510 were men over 16 years of age. 

The 100 churches which had fewer in numerical re- 
sults recorded 2,763 members of men’s Bible classes, 
3.351 converts, of whom 1,045 were men over sixteen. 

Mr. Dowey from these figures drew the fair con- 
clusion that the churches which jumped into the 
men's movement and increased their Bible classes 
were the churches that got the greatest results in trail- 
hitting and in the proportion of men who united with 
the church. aa" sid 


ft, eee Te 2 
These figures are repeated here as being more com- 


plete than the statistics turned in by the 183 pastors 
who reported to The Sunday School Times. But 
there is no mistaking the influence of these men's 
Bible classes on the financial condition of the churches 
as reported by the pastors. In answer to question 8 
(as_to increase in men’s Bible class) one pastor reports : 
‘¢ Total membership of men’s Bible classes October 1, 
1914... ..03 June 30, torg...tt0 This is a 
rather high percentage of increase, but numbers tell 
the smaller part of the story. This ‘‘Good Fellow- 
ship Class,’’ the pastor writes, ‘‘is planning to support 
an evangelist in Egypt ; the members are not wealthy, 
but there are many tithers among them.’’ Another 
pastor reports that his men’s class is assuming the 
payment of $200 on the interest fund. One report 
that says there has been no notable increase in church 
finances, adds that the contributions in the Sunday- 
school-have almost doubled. In another church the 
regular income has increased somewhat, but as a re- 
sult of the remarkable increase in the Sunday-school 
a new Sunday-school building is being planned, which 
the men’s class is to finance, and probably an entire 
new church plant will be erected. ‘This men’s class 
began with 35 and increased to 215. 

Other men’s classes have made special contribu- 
tions to various causes in addition to taking their 
share as individual members of the church, 


A Glorious Loss of 75 Men 

Where the pastors gave figures in answer to the 
question about increase in membership of men’s Bible 
classes, in almost every case there was a gain recorded, 
and in most cases the percentage of gain was start- 
ling. One class reported a glorious loss of 75 mem- 
bers. _ These members left the class by special 
request. 

This Sunday-school long before they had heard of 
Billy Sunday's coming had awakened to the fact that 
there were many men in the neighborliood who were 
good candidates for a Bible class. So they had gath- 
ered them in, and at the beginning of the special Bible 
class campaign their class numbered 525. When the 
other churches in the neighborhood woke up and 
started after men, this class suggested that those 
members who really belonged to the other churches 
should unite themselves with these other Bible classes. 
This is where statistics fail to tell the story. Any 
class can afford to have this kind of ‘* lost members."’ 

A footnote to the after-effects of this Bible class 


movement in Philadelphia is contained in Mr, Frank 
L. Brown's article on the facing page, which tells how 
China was influenced, The articles in The Sunday 
School Times describing the men’s movement in 
Scranton and Philadelphia were reprinted in the 
China Sunday School Journal last year, and the Billy 
Sunday campaigns in Scranton and Philadelphia were 
under discussion in the conference of Sunday-school 
leaders in China who decided on a similar adult class 
movement for China. 


Several months ago a Philadelphia pastor who felt 
that the real results of the Philadelphia Billy Sunday 
Campaign were small, said to some members of a 
church he was visiting, ‘‘If you want the true test as 
to whether a church has benefited from the Sunday 
campaign or not, you must attend the prayer-meeting. 
If that has been quickened, the revival is a success. 
And so far as I have seen, the Billy Sunday campaign 
has had but little effect on the prayer-meeting. 

In the list of questions The Sunday School Times 
sent to the Philadelphia pastors who co-operated in 
the campaign, question 5 was as follows: ‘* What 
effect from the revival has been seen in your mid- 
week prayer-meeting?’’ It will be recalled that 183 
of the pastors who replied turned in fairly complete 
reports. Of these reports, 115 were turned in by 
July 15, or about three months after the close of the 
campaign. The remaining 68 were received about 
the first of October, or about six months after the 
campaign. 

The Prayer-Meeting Barometer 

Only 7 failed to give an answer to question 5, re- 
garding the effect of the campaign on the mid-week 
service. Of those who answered, 23 observed ‘no 
effect’’ or ‘‘no marked effect.’ There were’6 who 
reported a temporary increase that did not last for 
many weeks after the campaign was over. Not one 
suggested that the campaign had a bad effect on the 
prayer-meeting, either in decreasing the numbers or 
in interfering with the true spirit of the meeting. But 
147 pastors were clear and decided in their enthusi- 
astic answers to question 5. 

Many of the answers were quite brief. ‘* Doubled’’ 
was perhaps the favorite report. ‘‘ More than dou- 
bled,’’ or ‘‘Nearly doubled’’ were also frequent. 
Several answered ‘‘ Tripled,’’ or ‘‘ Quadrupled.’’ One 
pastor reports a 300 percent increase, though not 
mentioning the previous attendance. Another church 
with an attendance of about 300 before the campaign, 
seported a 30 percent increase. Some gave the fig- 
ures: ‘‘Increased from 100 to 250°’; ‘' 40 to 200"'; 
**35 to 100’’; ‘*250 to 400°’; **40 to as high as 
1g0''; ‘* from 60 to an average of 200."’ 

Many of the pastors, to judge from their answers, evi- 
dently felt that here was the crucial test of the campaign, 
and in a number of cases where there were few numer- 
ical results in trail-hitting, glorious results were seen 
in the prayer-meeting. Most of the reports indicate 
that the change in the character of the meetings was 
more important than the mere increase in numbers. 
Some give the increase in number of testimonies, 
which in most cases is as sorely needed as increase in 
attendants. ‘*A new spirit’’ and ‘‘increased in- 
terest’’ were phrases that characterized most of the 
reports, 

These effects ordinarily were noticeable among the 
old members as well as the new converts. But a 
number of churches undoubtedly have had the ex- 
perience of the pastor who reports: ‘‘ The uplift is 
almost entirely due to the new members. The old 
ones are not much converted to the need of the prayer- 
meeting.’’ ‘*For months the pastor has rarely led 
the meeting,’’ isonereport. The Men's BibleClass has 
taken hold. Another pastor reports that they usually 
need to close the meeting long before it is over, be- 
cause tlie hour gets too late. In some churches the 
prayer-meeting was moved into the church auditor- 
ium, and in very many cases the meeting evidently 
has been moved into ‘‘ new quarters,’’ even though 
the same room is used ! 

If the mid-week prayer-meeting is the most sensi- 
tive barometer of deep interest in spiritual things, then 
there can be no mistaking the reading of the barom- 
eter for montlis: after the Billy Sunday Campaign. 


‘present moment? 


_ dition, 


Philadelphia's spiritual life has been touched and 
quickened at its heart's center. Has it lasted to the 
In many of these churches that 
reported a notable change, unquestionably the prayer- 
meeting has gone back to its normal ante-revival con- 
This is no reflection on the revival, These 
churches have not continued steadfast in the things 
that bring spiritual results, In a great many of Phila- 
delphia’s churches, the spiritual quickening Aas lasted, 
and the prayer-meeting will never be as it was before. 
Two or three of the churches that reported no effect 
in their prayer-meeting are illustrations of the secret 
of getting spiritual results, One of them is a Meth- 
odist church that holds six class meetings each week 
in addition to the prayer-meeting. At these class 
meetings there was an average attendance every week 
of 600, —before the Billy Sunday Campaign started ! 

Not less notable than the new spirit of worship and 
testimony in the prayer-meeting are the new spiritual 
activities, The most frequent answer to the question, 
‘«What direct evangelistic work has been done in or 
by your church as a result of the campaign?’’ refers 
to the increase and new power of Personal work by the 
members, This personal work is being carried on 
both individually and in an organized way. Many 
cottage prayer-meetings continue to thrive. Gospel 
teams are out working, holding services in various 
places in the city and out of town, Evangelistic work 
in city missions, on board the ships, and in other 
places, has received a large increase of workers. 
Here, as in the financial results, perhaps the most 
notable feature is the work that the Men's Bible 
Classes and their members are carrying on. One of 
these classes captured a ‘*Sunday Booze Club"’ with 
most of its members, and added. it. to the church,— 
through winning some of the men to Christ and. hav- 
ing them unite with the church and getting others into 
the church athletic club. 

The Sunday-school was the biggest factor in the 
revival results in many churches. This effect was 
notabie.even apart from the influence of the large aciult 
Bible classes. One pastor reported that most of their 
fifiy-nine accessions came froin the Sunday-school, 
another that fully three-fourths were from the Sunday- 
school. In another church with a good increase of 
membership there was but one Tabernacle trail- 
hitter ; the remaining twenty-six came from the Sun- 
day-school as a result of the efforts of the teachers, 
In many churches there was no observable difference 
in the spiritual life of the Sunday-school in the 
younger departments ; but most of the pastors give a 
hearty, affirmative answer. to question Io, ‘‘ Has any 
deepening of the Sunday-school spiritual life been 
noted, —conversions, consecration, strengthening of 
the prayer life, or soul-winning by the teachers ?’’ 


A Trail-Hitter and His Gambler-Friend 

A Philadelphia business man who was known to 
many as a confirmed gambler, and as leading a rather 
wild life, surprised his friends by hitting the trail when 
Billy Sunday came to Philadelphia. Still a young 
man, he is a member of one of the large manufactur- 
ing concerns in Philadelphia, with 3,000 men working 
under him. If he surprised his family and friends 
by hitting the trail, he startled them still more by 
what happened afterward. He turned into a fire- 
brand for Christ. Oneof the men he tried to win was 
the head of a gambling-house which he himself used 
frequently to visit. The gambler came to the taber- 
nacle, but was altogether hardened against any thought 
of confessing Clirist. 

Three weeks ago, on Sunday night, this business 
man, with several others, went as a ‘trail-hitters’ 
team’’ to a New Jersey town to bring to them some 
of the revival spirit of the Billy Sunday Campaign. 
In his testimony as to the revolution in his own life 
he told about the gambler he had been trying to win. 
He did not give him up after the tabernacle meetings 
were over, but his appeals apparently fell on deaf 
ears. Not long ago the gambler was taken sick, and 
when this soul-winner heard of it hecalled to see him. 
But his efforts to win the sick man to Christ appeared 
as unavailing as ever. 

On the Friday evening before this trail-hitters’ 
meeting the gambler’s wife called the business man 
on the telephone ‘and:said that her husband wanted 
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to see him. When his friend arrived, the gambler 
said, ‘*1 do not want you to talk to me, I want you 
and my wife to kneel down and pray for me.” He 
told his friend that the conviction had come to him 
that he must accept Christ now or reject him forever, 
and he wanted to accept him. He did accept him 
that night. 

. On May 21 a team of trail-hitters from Philadelphia 
will visit another New Jersey town that heard about 
the blessings that had come from the former meetings. 
Mr. Magee, the soul-winning trail-hitter, is to go on 
this trip also, and his gambler friend is going with 
him as a member of the team, But he is not in the 
gambling business now. 






Children’s Day in 





Letting the Children Do It 


INCE Children’s Day belongs pre-eminently to 
the children, the program in our school was 
given by the Elementary Division, and was ob- 

served during the morning church service. 

We had a large class from the Cradle Roll ready 
for promotion, These little ones had been in Sunday- 
school during the winter and had learned to take part 
in the service ; so they were self-possessed in going 
through the promotion exercise before so many people. 
They were seated on little chairs on the platform 
behind a small flower-trimmed fence with closed 
gates. The Beginners sat on the floor of the plat- 
form, and the Primary Department was seated in the 
front part of the church, 

After the opening ‘song by the school and prayer 
by the pastor, the superintendent told in a few 
words of the importance of the Cradle Roll. While 
all of the children sang ‘‘Open the Gates for the 
Dear Little Feet,’’ two Beginner girls carrying pen- 
nants, opened the gates and led the children to the 
front of the platform. The less timid of these gave 
short recitations, and a tiny girl sang ‘‘Jesus Loves 

"Me.”’ All the Beginners then gave a motion recita- 
tion, ‘*What Can Little Children Do?'’ which we 
had used as a rest exercise the preceding month, 
This was followed by the ‘*Sunbeam Song.”’ 

The Cradle Roll superintendent presented diplomas 
tied with ribbon to those promoted, and little bouquets 
to the visiting babies, after which the children 
marched down to places reserved for them. 

The theme of the Primary exercise was ‘‘ Jesus the 
Good Shepherd.'" To emphasize the thought a large 
picture of ‘‘The Good Shepherd,’’ by Plockhérst, 
was brought from the Primary room and hung above 
the altar. After the children had marched to their 
position on the platform they sang one of our stand- 
bys, ‘*No, Not One,”’ in which we substituted the 
word ‘loving’’ for ‘‘lowly.'’ The following verses 
were then given by three boys : 


1. Jesus is our Good Shepherd. He said, ‘*I am the 
good shepherd; the good shepherd giveth his life for his 
sheep.” 

2. The people of foreign lands belong to Christ’s fold as 
well as we ourselves. He said, ** And other sheep I have 
which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear my voice, and there shall be one fold, and 
one shepherd,’’ 

3- Those who belong to his fold shall have everlasting 
life. He said, ‘* My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. And I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand.” 


An Intermediate girl sang, ‘‘ He Shall Feed His 
Flock,’ from Handel's ‘« Messiah,’’ followed by a 
concert recitation of the Twenty-third Psalm by the 
whole department with piano accompaniment. At 
the conclusion the first verse of ‘‘Saviour, Like a 
Shepherd, Lead Us,’’ was sung softly as a prayer. 
The psalm is part of the supplemental work, so no 
special preparation was necessary. By using it dur- 
ing the devotional period for several Sundays with the 
music, which was the ‘ Pastoral Symphony’’ from 
‘*The Messiah,”’ they gave the reading very well. 

But one rehearsal was held, since the songs were 
all ones that we used in our regular service. <A plan 
of the church, with seats allotted to each class, was 
given to each teacher, so that the seating of the chil- 
dren was made in perfect order. 

The most impressive part of the service was the 


How Children’s Day was planned “‘ for the children ” in two live Sunday-schools 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


One of the editors of the Times mentioned to the 
leader of this first team, who was telling him of the 
testimonies of the trail-hitters, that The Sunday School 
Times had published an article about the. follow-up 
work of the Billy Sunday Campaign, entitied ‘‘When 
Philadelphia Had Cooled Off.’’ 

** Well, Harry Magee hasn't cooled off,’’ his friend 
answered. 

There are hundreds of Philadelphia trail-hitters 
: who have not cooled off,—and never will. 
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Country and City 


confirmation of two of our Juniors who had signed 
decision cards in the spring and had attended the 
pastor's class of instruction for church membership. 
There is no doubt that the act of these two will lead 
many more of our Juniors to a like decision. 

There were two choruses by the school, the church 
quartette and Junior choir leading. These new songs 
had been learned in Sunday-school. The Junior 
girls sang a song, and the boys gave a Scriptural ex- 
ercise foundin Lorenz’s ‘* Children's Day Treasury."’ 
The pastor gave a short address to the children, 

While there was no unusual feature in this service, 
it was distinctive in its orderliness, simplicity, and 
impressiveness. It required little special prepara- 
tion, which is a point to be considered when the 
children are so busy in school. The children were 
given written announcements for the parents. The 
church was beautiful with roses and daisies which are 
so abundant at this season. 

The Elementary superintendents planned the pro- 
gram early, and- each one’ assumed responsibility tor 
her department. Our idea in bringing tlie smaller 
children before the school is that it shall give them 
an opportunity to give expression to the impressions 
they have received in the regular work of the school. 

In these special days the school has its greatest op- 
portunity of touching the lives of the’ children’s 
parents who are otherwise indifferent to the church. 
It is for this reason we try to make our special services 
carry a message that is unmistakable. 

From this view-point we consider that our Chil- 
dren’s Day Service this year has brought definite re- 
sults. There are many evidences that this community 
is becoming more and more interested in our church 
and Sunday-school, which was organized but six years 
ago as a mission. We now have an enrolment of 
over three hundred, with new scholars coming in 
every Sunday.— iva C. Lower, St. Paul's Reformed 
Sunday-school, Kansas City, Mo. 


% 
A Country School “ All At It” 


E ARE a country Sunday-school with an aver- 
age attendance of thirty-five, meeting in one 
room, with a platform across one end. 

There are five classes: No, 1, the primary, seated 
in kindergarten chairs at one end of platform ; No. 2, 
boys and girls of from eight to twelve, at other end of 
platform ; No. 3, girls of twelve years and up; No. 
4, boys of twelve years and up; and a mixed Bible 
class. 

On June 13 we rendered a pleasing and helpful 
Children’s Day program to a well-filled church, As 
Children’s Day is looked forward to as #hezy day, each 
child has a desire to have a part, and it is our plan to 
give each one something to do. If the children are 
given pleasing and suitable parts they enjoy it, and 
when the leader’s work is done willingly, cheerfully, 
and with enthusiasm, the children are further helped. 

Three weeks before Children’s Day we sent for 
sample programs, and appointed a program committee 
of three. As no one service could be followed en- 
tirely by our school, the committee and superintend- 
ent selected exercises, recitations, and songs suitable 
for classes and individuals, and assigned parts. We 
met on Friday afternoon at the church with the:chil- 
dren, going over their parts with them, and commenc- 
ing the next Monday afternoon, when nearly all had 
their lines committed. we practised every afternoon of 






‘all singing ‘the chorus after each recitation. 
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the week except Saturday. Children living at a dis- 
tance, not able to practise daily, were given recitations 


instead of parts in exercises where several must prac- 
tise together. 

Our program this year was taken from the ae 
services: ‘*‘We Give of Our Best,” ‘* Blossoms 
Smiles for Children’s Day,’’ and ‘‘A Fresh Bouquet 
for Children’s Day,”’ published by David C, Cook, 
and rendered in following order : 


Song, Jesus is All the World to Me, congregation, 


Prayer, pastor. 
Recitation, A Welcome, a Primary pupil. 
Baptism of children, . 
Song, 1 Think, When I Read that Sweet Story of Old, 
congrégation. 
Recitation, It is Children’s Day, boy from Class 4. 
Exercise, The Little Gardens, six Primaries 
Exercise, So Can Little Children, Too, four Primaries. 
Song, When Love Shines In (put crowns, collars, but- 
ter-cup bouquets on Primaries), congregation. 
Song, Sunbeams, Primaries. 
Recitatation, Words from Nature’s Book, Primary er 
Recitation, Children’s Day thé Best, Primary pupi 
Song, Weaving a Garland, girls from classes 1 and 2. 
Recitation, The First Children’s Day, Intermediate 
upil, 
id xercise and march; The Rainbow Children, Class 2. 


Recitation, The Children’s Sabbath Day, boy, from 
Class 4. 

Bouquet exercise and song, five girls of Class 3. 

A message from the boys, Class 4. 

Pastor’s message (8 to 10 minutes). 

Offering. 


Recitation, Good-bye, Dear Children’s Day, Primary 
upus, 
; xology and Benediction. 

The children were drilled in speaking plainly, and 
were heard by every one. 

In the ‘*Sunbeam Song’’ fifteen children were 
arranged in three rows, forming a pyramid, and' made 
a pretty picture with golden crepe-paper crowns, four- 
pointed berthas about necks and long-stemmed but- 
tercups in right hand. The whole song was too much 
for them all to learn well in the week. They sang the 
chorus marching up to take their places on the plat- 
form ; the oldest of them recited, ** We Belong to the 
Sunbeam Band,”’ and three others recited the stanzas, 
This ex- 
ercise' répresented the whole ‘Primary class. 

Only girls of Classes 1 and 2 took part in the song, 
'«¢ Weaving a Garland.’” ‘They wore daisy chains on 
heads, and circled about the tall pole, decorated in 
daisies and myrtle, with yellow cambric cut in ribbons 
for streamers. 

A pretty march was introduced at the end of the 
exercise, ‘‘ The Rainbow Children,’”’ who wore shouldes 

sashes of the color they represented. 

The message from the boys was the ‘lines, *‘ Do it 
now,’’ in ‘*Blossoms and Smiles,*’ recited as they 
stood up in their class-seat, spoken plainly and with 
proper emphasis, It is generally hard to find some- 
thing for boys of that age that they will dc. This 
took quite well with them, as it was on the order of 
the ‘class yell.’’ 

** Good-bye, Dear Children’s Day,’’ with Chautau- 
qua salute, was prettily spoken by an eight-year-old 
girl, the whole school responding in the salute. 

The offering was for educational purposes. The 
object was explained to the school beforehand, and 
the pastor preached a sermon on Christian education 
the Sunday before Children’s Day. 

Envelopes are distributed by the teachers to each 
member of the class. They are handed in with class- 
number and amount designated on the envelope, and 
each class is given credit for amount given. Scarcely 
an envelope is lost or forgotten, and our small school, 
children of day-laboring parents, gives from five to seven 
dollars in their offering each year. 

The church was pretttly decorated. Most promi- 
nent was the rainbow of bunting cut in strips six and 
a half yards long, with purple at the top, then 
red, orange yellow, green, and blue, in order. The 
purple was tacked to the wall over the platform in an 
exact arc. The ends of the rainbow sank behind 
large ferns placed on pedestals. As the platform was 
needed, plants and flowers were built up in front of it 
in altar form. The ladies of the Aid Society made 
the rainbow one evening at the church, while the 
young folks practised the songs which were in our 
new song-books, These songs were sung by the con- 
gregation, led by the young people of the school. 
The young men later put the rainbow in place. The 
training of the children was done by the superintend- 
ent, assisted by the pianist. Thus really the whole 
school had a part to do, and the work was really enjoyed 
by all from its beginning, and the end is not yet.— 
Margaret C. Shakespeare, Superintendent of the 
M. E. Sunday-school, Munroe Falls, Ohio. 
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Did thé Babylonians Give Israel the Sabbath ? 


The month’s archeological review, by 
Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 


Further glimpses of Babylonia’s clay 
tablets, and a peep into the “stone age ” 


~_ 








Ra long time some cuneiform scholars have 

been suggesting that, because of a day-name 

among the Babylonians corresponding pretty 
closely to the Hebrew word Sabbath, the early Baby- 
lonians had also the Sabbath ; and therefore, also, 
that the Hebrews received it from them. It does not 
take peculiarly keen vision to see that the Babylonians 
might have had a word meaning ‘‘rest’’ without 
having the institution of the Sabbath, just as San 
Francisco has the word without the institution, and 
also that the possession of a sacred day, even a sacred 
rest day, by one nation does not in itself create a 
reasonable presumption that they took it from another 
people who happened to have the same. Are holi- 
days and holydays so unusual among the phenomena 
of human society? 

But now Professor Clay has discovered that which 
he believes ‘‘ furnishes the first actual observance of 
anything that suggests the existence of a pirallel to 
the Sabbath in Babylonia: and yet, as is well-known, 
some scholars hold that the Hebrew Sabbath had its 
origin in Babylonia.’"’ The discovery is made in a 
large collection of temple tablets, receipts for animals, 
twenty-three in number, dated between the fifth year 
of Cyrus and the sixth year of Cambyses. They are 
much like each other and like other such tablets, ex- 
cept that on the seventh, fourteenth, twenty-first, and 
twenty-eighth of the month (sometimes one day 
earlier) there is a little note ‘‘ one goat, an offering,”’ 
or simply ‘‘an offering.’’ This certainly seems to 
hint ata special time of worship every seventh day in 
the regular course of the months, and justifies Pro- 
fessor Clay's conclusion noted above. 

Tie date: also is not unimportant. The Hebrew 
exiles had been a long time in Babylonia just-prior 
to the date of these tablets. If one is seeking to find 
a borrowing of religious customs here is a suggestion: 
a Civilization so absorbent as to take into the official 
class a Daniel, a Hananiah, a Mishael, and an 
Azariah : might also absorb an institution like the 
Sabbath, But why suppose that the Sabbath passed 
either way between the Babylonians and the Hebrews? 
‘The Scriptures give what is a far more scientific ex- 
planation of any custom belonging to widely separated 
peoples, unless there be special evidence of some 
other origin, and that is a common inheritance by 
different peoples from earlier times. 


Time Reckoning in Early Babylonia 


i THE articles which recently appeared in The 
Sunday School Times on the character of Biblical 
chronology, one fundamental principle insisted 
upon was that in early Bible times they recorded 
events rather than the flight of time. ‘A tablet of 
Amar-Sin, a little before 2300 B. C.,"’ from the Yale 
Babylonian collection adds a very interesting piece of 
confirmation of this principle of early Semitic chro- 
nology, though it is well-known that the later Baby- 
lonians kept calendars that accounted for each year 
as we do, yet even this was not epochal chronol- 
ogy. 

This new tablet of early chronological records is 
altogether different: ‘*The year when the army of 
Elam,’’ etc., ‘*The year when the army of Man- 
kitu,’’ etc., ‘*The year when (Hammurabi dug) the 
canal,’’ etc.,—that is, certain years were noted for 
the events that distinguished them rather than events 
being recorded by the years in which they took place. 
The time relation of the events to that which preceded 
or followed is entirely passed over and only the event 
itself is mentioned as making distinguished the year 
in which it occurred. 


A King’s Nunnery for his Daughter 


NOTHER, and one of the most valuable pieces 

of this collection, is a cylinder of Nabonidus, 

the father of Belshazzar. It is concerning a 

daughter of Nabonidus, thus, probably, a sister of 

Belshazzar, or at least a half-sister of that king. The 

cylinder is believed to have come from Ur of the Chal- 
dees, the city of Abraham. 

Nabonidus restored £-gi-ar, which the modern 

world would call a nunnery, a convent for women. 

The king, who was himself an antiquarian, telis of the 


discovery of an inscription of a nun of olden times, 
a sister of Rin-Sin, the Arioch of Genesis 14:1, who 
came with the other kings and carried off Lot in the 
time of Abraham in Palestine. After this discovery, 
Nabonidus proceeded to erect a residence for his own 
daughter as a nun, Both this private residence and 
the king’s praver for his daughter, *‘ May (she) be 
strong before them ; and may her word prevail,’’ 
seem to imply that she was to be head of an institu- 
tion, ‘* Mother superior’’ of the order, 

One is tempted to wonder if intelligent heathen 
really believed in their religion, or was there an 
esoteric circle of nobles and wise men who were in 
the secret of the trickery of the priests which even 
the ruins of temples have exposed? That the common 
people believed there can be no doubt. But did the 
educated believe? Here we see the king, Nabonidus, 
a scholar and antiquarian, a man who in these days 
would be called a scientific investigator and research 
worker, devoting his daughter in these words, ‘‘ For 
the service of divination I establish her office of 
divination.’’ Did he believe, or was this, as Mr. 
Dooley says, ‘‘one way of gittin’ the money’'? 


The Kadesh-Barnea Dispute 


ONCERNING tise recent criticism in the Annual 
Volume of the Palestine Exploration Fund, of 
those who in the past have identified Ain Kadeis 

as the Kadesh-Barnea of tue Bible, Professor Camden 
M. Cobern has this to say in a personal letter : 

‘*The absurdity of it all is that Mr. Lawrence 
accepts finally the identification of the district, though 
without acknowledging indebtedness, and all his 
savage insults to fellow observers are over descriptions 
of the verdure of this little oasis which he wants to 
depreciate in order to carry the central springs to £7 
Guderat. Perhaps the latter was always the largest 
springs. _I do not know, and no one can be sure 
until Ain Kadeis is cleared out and allowed to show 
what it-can do, But, 22 any case, Ain Kadeis is the 
spot which the Israelites coming from the south would 
Jirst reach, and the awfulness of the desert would 
cause them alwiys to remember the tirst water-spring 
they reached.”’ 


At Home With Jesus 


si T HOME with Jesus.’’' I once had that expe- 

rience, felt something of the sweet fellowship 

of being with him ‘‘at home.’’ It was at 

the old city of Capernaum. We read in the Gospels 

*(Matt. 4: 13) that he ‘dwelt in Capernaum,’’ and 
again (Mark g : 33), ‘‘And when he was in the 

house.”’ Luther, in the German, correctly renders 

this latter passage, ‘‘ And when he was at home.’ 

Here, then, at this old city of Capernaum was a place 

that was ‘* home”’ to Jesus. 

I remember that many years ago, when I first vis- 
ited the Holy Land, as I set foot upon the mountains 
of Lebanon on my way toward the journevs of the 
Saviour, there came over me that most delightful 
feeling that any place in this world can ever give, the 
‘*going home’’ feeling, that delightful sensation that 
comes over one long away from his father’s house in 
the trials of life’s journey as he turns into the old lane 
that leads up to the home of his childhood. Suill 
more does this sweet experience belong to the last 
turn in the long journey that leads to the place where 
Jesus was ‘‘at home."’ 

It was a beautiful, balmy May day in 1912 that I 
went with a few friends over the purling wavelets of 
the Lake of Galilee under a light morning breeze and 
landed on the pebbly beach at old Capernaum. It is 
now not even a village, only a ruin and a cottage for 
the monks who are working at the ruin. But here 
was ‘‘the synagogue."" The monk points out the 
foundations. We note where the door stood over 
which was always carved the manna pot, and oppo- 
site we found the platform from which he preached that 
sermon on the true bread that came down from heaven, 
and said, ‘‘Moses gave you not that bread from 
heaven ; but my Father giveth you the true bread 
from heaven. . . . I am the bread of life.’’ I stood 
there where he stood, and thought of the words he 
spake, and I seemed to be with him. And there just 


a lithe way off among the ruins had been his 

‘thome."’? I seemed to be ‘‘at home with Jesus.'’ 
But must one travel so far to be ‘at home with 

Jesus ?’’ That sweetest sentiment that any place on 

earth can stir within us is available for every child of 

God through the promise of John 14:23. Read it 
From my Palestine Notes of 1912. 


The ‘* Stone Age’’ and Man’s Beginnings 
NOTHER correspondent asks about ‘‘the early 
intelligence of man,"’ and is disturbed about 
talk of the Stone Age. I shall now answer 
more fully. There are just two sources of knowledge 
concerning the early intelligence of man, the Bible 
and scientific research into the history of primitive 
man, The Bible represents primitive man as naked, 
living among the trees, caring for them, subsisting 
upon their products, and having no other habitation 
than the shelter they afforded. It gives the first inti- 
mation of human language in the naming of the ani- 
mals ; that is, the naming of objects, which, in the 
view of some eminent philologists, is certainly the 

way in which men began to make language. 

Man is represented as being made ‘‘in the image 
of God,’ in the moral image, holy, with freedom of 
will, and in the intellectual image,—that is, with do- 
minion over the animals. There is no intimation 
nor any indirect evidence in the Biblical account that 
man was created with any of the knowledge that comes 
of experience. This had all to be acquired, and Gen- 
esis gives an exceedingly condensed account of man's 
acquiring such knowledge in antediluvian times, Be- 
ginning among the trees of the. garden and living by 
their products, he took the first step forward in the 
beginning of shepherding, and the account proceeds 
in rapid sketch of the beginnings of agriculture, of 
religion as manifested in public acts of worship suita- 
ble for sinners, of the beginnings of civil government 
in the idea of an avenging public, of migration, of 
urban life, of nomadic life, and of the beginning of 
arts and crafts. People ask a lot of disconnected, 
troublesome questions about these statements, but 
very generally overlook the fact that they reveal a very 
orderly account, in epitome, of the growth ‘of any an- 
tediluvian civilization. 

Scientific research as a source of knowledge con- 
cerning primitive man gives a variety of views, The 
evolutionary theory represents man as not created in 
the ‘‘image of God"’ but as having ‘* happened’”’ in 
the image of a monkey ; or, according to a modified 
theistic form of the evolutionary theory, he began at 
the monkey stage, and through a long process of slow 
development cime at last into the ‘‘ image of God"’ 
by such a creative process. According to this view, 
the history of man has been a long and slow ‘*ascent."’ 
The ‘*stone age’’ is quite naturally used by those 
who adopt any form of the evolutionary hypothesis as 
one of the long stages in the ‘‘ ascent of man."’ 

There is quite another sense in which the ‘Stone 
Age’’ is not a theory, but a fact. The ‘‘ Flint Age,"’ 
the ‘*Stone Age,’’ the ‘* Bronze Age,’’ the ‘Iron 
Age’’ are more properly used to denote not the his- 
torical progress of the race, but different stages of 
civilization among different peoples at any period of 
human history, All these various ‘‘ ages’’ have ex- 
isted contemporaneously in different parts of the 
world. Most if not all of them exist in different parts 
of the world at the present time. Sometimes several 
of these ‘‘ages’’ have existed at the same time in 
the same part of the world. When the white man 
came to America, he brought the ‘‘Iron Age’’ with 
him, but he found the ‘Stone Age’’ and the ‘‘ Cop- 
per’’ or ‘* Bronze Age’’ existing here. And then for 
a long time all three existed side by side on this con- 
tinent. 

To learn that a given people at a given period were 
in the ‘*Stone Age’’ tells us nothing concerning 
their antiquity. These various ‘‘ages’’ of man are 
thus used, but in different senses, both by those who 
hold the evolutionary theory and by those who do not, 
by those who repudiate the Biblical account of the 
creation and early life of the race, and by those who 
accept it fully as I have sketched it in the beginning 
of this note. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HE ponnmeent during these days of world-con- 
flict are filled with thrilling accounts of daring 
adventures and marvelous accomplishments in 

the war zone, where men succeed in ‘‘doing the im- 
possible.” But a letter published last autumn in one 
of the papers recorded a strangely different experi- 
ence, A corporal of the military mounted police in 
France was near King George of England when this 
monarch was thrown from his horse and injured. 
One of the staff officers said breathlessly to the cor- 
poral, ‘‘Go find a doctor. Ride like ——.” The cor- 
poral in a letter describing the event says, ‘‘1 went 
on a straight gallop for two miles, but could not find 
a doctor anywhere. ... So I returned and reported I 
could not find one.” 

The headline of this news item reads, ‘‘ Vain Ride 
for King’s Doctor.” So far as that energetic corporal 
was concerned, his mission was a complete failure. 
He simply did not do what he set out to do. 

And now the time had come, in the experience of 
the early Christians, when they were forced to meet 
together in formal council to decide whether they be- 
lieved that Jesus Christ had done what 4e set out to 
do, or had completely failed. 


Our Background Material 


The five sections or periods of the book of Acts, out- 
lined by Dr. James M. Gray in The Sunday School 
Times of December 18, are as follows: Jerusalem, 
chapters 1-7; Palestine, 8-12; Asia Minor, 13 to 15: 
35; Greece, 15 : 36 to 20; Rome, 21-28. 

There are seven sub-divisions in the Third or Asia 
Minor Period; and to-day’s lesson brings us to the 
seventh of these. The seven are as follows: 

Antioch in Syria, 13 : 1-3. 
Cyprus, 13 : 4-13. 

Antioch in Pisidia, 13 : 13-50. 
Iconium, 13: 51 to 14: 6. 
Lycaonia, 14 : 6-20, 

Antioch in Syria, 14 : 21-28, 
Jerusalem, 15 : 1-25. 


The Lesson Itself 


The reterences, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue, Boldface figures atthe end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

A bombshell was exploded in the wonderful young 
church at Antioch, where Gentiles in great numbers 
were praising God because Christ was making life for 
them an utterly new and miracle experience of free- 
dom, power, and joy. What was the bombshell ? 
Have verse 1 read aloud. 

Salvation had come to the world through the Jews, 
for Jesus was a Jew. Was it not, therefore, reason- 
able for ey believers to say to the world, ‘If you 
want to bea Christian, you must first become a Jew” ? 
Get the views of the class, 

What reasons did the Judaizers have for urging 
this? A narrow, superficial reason of the Judaizers 
is suggested by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). For the 
attitude of the Pharisees, and their failure to appre- 
ciate the work of Christ, see also Dr, Griffith Thomas 

II, 4). 
' Now get the class to follow the steps of the lesson 
through: the disagreement of Paul and Barnabas 
with the Judaizers in Antioch ; the deputation to 
Jerusalem; the joyous journey on the way; the re- 
rt of God’s mighty works, upon first reaching the 
erusalem church; the renewed assertion of the Juda- 
izers, that except one keep the law of Moses he can- 
not be saved; Peter’s testimony; silence; the testi- 
mony of Barnabas and Paul; the verdict of James, 
resident of the council; unanimous approval; the 
etter and deputation from Jerusalem to Antioch; 
joy in the Antioch church. 
hy was this the greatest crisis that had yet come 
to the church of Christ? The issue between the 
Judaizers and the faith Christians is stated by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (II, 3). 

Summarize Peter’s argument (vs. 7-11). Peter 
pointed out (Griffith Thomas, II, §) that God had de- 
stroyed certain barriers, and the Judaizers were now 
trying to erect those barriers again. There are just 
two yokes for all mankind; every human being is 
wearing one or the other. Let two members of the 
- Class read aloud God's description of these yokes,— 
Galatians 5 : 1; Matthew 11 : 28-30. 

After Peter had made the principle clear, Paul and 
Barnabas showed how it worked in actual practise 
(v. 12). 

Make plain to the class, as Mrs. Baldwin (1) points 
out, that the council at Jerusalem did not decide how 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee = as in the lesson helps is 
15 > 22-33.) 


22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with 
the whole church, to choose men out of their company, and 
send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas ; samely, Judas 
called and Silas, chief men among the brethren : 
23 and they wrote thus by them, ! The apostles and the elders, 
brethren, unto the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch 
and Syria and Cilicia, greeting: 24 Forasmuch as we have 
heard that certain ? who went out from us have troubled you 
with words, subverting your souls ; to whom we gave no com- 
mandment ; 25 it seemed good unto us, having come to one 
accord, to choose out men and send them unto you with our 
beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men that have hazarded their 
lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have sent 
therefore Judas and Silas, who themselves also shall tell you 
the same things by word of mouth. 28 For it seemed to 
the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden 
than these necessary things: 29 that ye abstain from things 
sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, 
and from fornication ; from which if ye keep yourselves, it shall 
be well with you. Fare ye well. 

70 So they, when they were dismissed, came down to Anti- 
och ; and having gathered the multitude together, they deliv- 
ered the epistle. 3: And when they had read it, they rejoiced 
for the * consolation. 32 And Judas and Silas, being them- 
selves also prophets, ¢ exhorted the brethren with many words, 
and confirmed them, 33 And after they had spent some time 
there, they were dismissed in peace from the brethren unto 
those that had sent them forth. 


1 Or, The apostles and the elder brethren % Some ancient authori- 
ties omit who went out % Or. exhortation 4 Or, comforted 





Zhe American Revision copyright, 1901. by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


* 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to paragraphs in lesson articles in 
this issue, indicated by bold-face figures. 

Verse 7.—Does Peter mean that he was appointed to be 
the apostle to the Gentiles? (Griffith Thomas, II,§; Pilot, 
Teaching Points.) 

Verse 13.—Who was James? (Griffith Thomas, I, 2.) 

Verses 14-18.—When did God ‘‘visit the Gentiles ’’ ? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, §.) Do these verses mean that the 
kingdom of David will again be set up? (Griffith Thomas, 
II,7.) How will these prophecies be fulfilled? (Griffith 
Thomas (II, 7) 

Verse 20.—\Why were these directions given to the 
Gentiles? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7; Rogers, 1; Mackie, 1, 2.) 
Does this suggest that fornication is in the same class with 
the other things prohibited? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7). 

Verse 21.—What bearing has this upon the question? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) 

Verse 22.—In what sense were Judas and Silas chief 
men? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8.) 

Verse 28.—How «iid they know that the Holy Spirit was 
directing them? (Griffith Thomas, II, 9.) Why did they 
join their own names with His? (Griffith Thomas, II, 9.) 

Verse 30.—How large a multitude was this? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 10). 








salvation was to be had,—God had decided that; 
they simply decided whether they would accept or 
reject God’s plan. This meant that they were de- 
ciding whether to accept or reject eternal life. 

Make plain the meaning of verses 14-18, which Dr. 
Scofield in his Reference Bible calls the most impor- 
tant passage, dispensationally, in the New Testa- 
ment. It clearly states God’s purpose in this Age of 
Grace, and in the Kingdom Age to follow. It is ex- 

lained by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 7); also by Mrs. 
Baldwin (2). 

Christ triumphs. His church clearly saw the mean- 
ing of his atonement, its completeness and its suffi- 
ciency. Over against the lie of the Judaizers, ‘‘ Ex- 
cept ye keep the law of Moses, ye cannot be saved,” 
they accepted Christ’s own word in John 3 : 16 (have 
it read aloud in class). 

Why, then, was anything said about some details 
of the law of Moses? (v. 20.) Notice that neither here 
nor when the same points are mentioned in verse 29 
is it said that * except 4 abstain from these things 
ye cannot be saved.” They are clearly zo¢ mentioned 


as conditions of salvation. But ‘‘Gentile believers 


‘were to show grace by abstaining from the practises 


offensive to godly Jews."" See Dr. Mackie (3,2); Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (II, 6, 7); Mrs. Baldwin (3; 4). 


The Truth That Is Golden 

What God does for us, and that alone, is sufficient 
to set us free from the penalty and the power of our 
sins. What we do for God can never set us free. 
What we do for him is ‘‘ works.” What he does for 
us is ‘*grace.” We and our works are not suffi- 
cient. God and his works are sufficient. ‘My 
grace is sufficient for thee,” is the truth that is 
Golden here, as it has been Golden ever since the fall 
of man. 

Read the remarkably illuminating article on Law 






and Grace on 

* law alwa 
if ” (G + 

meaning of that remarkable paragraph, that you may 


307 of this issue. Notice that 
for the effort of self to save one’s 
h Thomas, III, 31), and get the whole 


make it clear to your class. 
Remember: ‘‘ Law says do; grace says done.” 
Teaching Points 


The church of Jesus Christ had formally ‘‘ disavowed” 
the unauthorized action of irresponsible representatives. 

What we surrender when Christ becomes our whole life 
(Illustration Round Table, 4). 

Use the remarkable passage on ‘‘the Circumcision of 
Christ’? in Colossians 2:11, 13, 14. 

Because ‘*‘ it seemed good to the Holy Spirit,’’ therefore 
it seemed good ‘‘to us” (v. 28). God first. Are our own 
decisions always made this way? They can be (James 
I: 5). 

Read aloud in class Galatians 1 : 6-10. 

Peter was chosen of God as the one through whom the 
Gentiles should first hear the word of the Gospel and be- 
lieve (v. 2): Paul was chosen as the distinctive apostle to 
=~ Gentiles (Gal. 2:7, 8). There is no contradiction 

ere, 

When a man who is asked whether he is a Christian re- 
plies, ‘*1’m trying to do the best I can,” there are two 
difficulties with his answer. First, it isn’t true. Second, 
it wouldn’t do any good if it were true,—-it would not save 
him, nor make him a Christian, 

‘*The law says, Do, that you may become sons of God; 
grace says, Become the sons of God that ye may do.”’ 
a tae Lesson Quarterly; Charles C. Cook, 150 

assau Street, New York, 25 cents.) 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Were these ‘‘ Pharisees’? who believed, but who said 
Gentiles must keep the law to be saved, regenerated men? 
Is the word ‘* believe’? sometimes used in the New Testa- 
ment as of intellectual belief only, without heart-accept- 
ance of Christ and therefore regeneration? See Acts 
8:13, 18-23. Or were these Pharisees, real Christians who, 
after regeneration, had gone astray as. to the fundamentals 
of the faith ? 

Why does Peter say that the command to keep the law 
was ‘ta yoke ,.. which neither our fathers nor we were 
able to bear’’? (v. 10.) Could not a devout and believing 
Jew in Old Testament times perfectly keep the law? 

Were the Judaizers of verse 5 among those who had 
**come to one accord’? (v. 25) in the council, or did they 
withdraw? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
| For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. | 
The Call of the West (Acts 15:36 to 16: 15). 

Here is a strange situation. A great Christian 
preacher, with a ‘' flaming message” of evangelism 
which has won thousands to Christ, finds himself in 
a place where the people are in awful need of Christ. 
He is eager to tell the Good News ; and God won't 
let him. He travels on; comes to another place 
where the need is just as great: again he is for-, 
bidden to preach. Can you guess why? 


Find in chapters 13 and 14 the name of “every city” 
referred to in 15: 36. 

Were Paul and Barnabas right or wrong in having a 
sharp contention about John Mark? (v. 39.) 

What is the most important follow-up work to be done 
for those who have been brought to Christ? 

In view of last week’s lesson (chap. 15), what do you 
think of Paul’s action in 16:3? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mastering the Whole Lesson 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





ANGERS to Christianity sometimes:come from 
outside, sometimes from within, and perhaps 
the latter are the more serious. Two of these 

are recorded in Acts (chaps. 6 and 15). The present 
lesson is concerned with a momentous crisis involv- 
ing in some respects the entire question of Christian- 
ity as a world-wide religion. 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—The chapter tells the story of a new 
fight for the cause of Gentile liberty. Paul and 
Barnabas had scarcely returned from their -mission- 
ary journey when a contreversy arose which threat- 
ened the very existence of universal Christianity. 
The conference of chapter 11 had helped the cause of 
freedom, but now the whole conflict was renewed 
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more severely than ever, because news had reached 
the narrow cw | in Jerusalem that Paul and his 
companions been founding pu ‘Gentile 
churehes without requiring them to keep the law ‘of 
Moses. The admission of Gentiles to Christianity 
on the basis of -_ cekinT at ae 5 
14 : 27) was now challe 15:1; If: 1-3), 
the 2: of Christian outside Judaism 
might easily swamp Jewish believers, and so the 
narrow y opposed the movement with all their 
power. (1) 

many it is thought that Paul gives an inde- 

nt account of all henscusnts in. Galatians 2: 
a and if this re Pacer Baga oat) omitted his sec- 
on rney to tr) as unnecessary 
to. FH agplen eo § But Ease, followed by other 
scholars, now holds that Galatians refers to that jour- 
ney (Acts 11 and 12) and not to the story of this 
chapter. ’ 

lt may be wondered why the subject was re-opened 

at all after the story of Cornelius (ro: 11), but the 
matter was too important to be left alone by the Jew- 
ish party. A shadow of coming difficulties was 
already seen in the early days (6: 1). The James of 
verse 13, who occupies a position of pre-eminence in 
the Council, was the brother of the Lord, and the 
writer of the oe sep ce of James. (2) 

Date.— Usually regarded as A. D. 48 and 49. See 
Stirling’s ‘* Atlas,” page 11 (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York City, 40 cents); Arnold’s ‘‘ Chart of Paul’s 
Journeyings” (The Sunday School Times Co., 20 
cents). 


Il. The Lesson 

Difficulty (v. 1).—The men from “gree were of 
the party of the circumcision (11: 2), and perhaps 
they went from headquarters as though they were 
men of authority in order to fight the new movement. 
The question was whether the church should be na- 
tional or universal, whether it was to be a completed 
form of Judaism or a community intended for the 
whole world. The plain issue was raised by them 
that circumcision was essential to salvation. Paul’s 
testimony to the ‘door of faith” (14: 27) had nat- 
urally called special attention to the subject. (3) 

Difference (vs. 2, 3).—This visit caused a great 
deal of dissension and discord, because Paul and 
Barnabas gave a very different reply to these men 
from Judea. So the result was adecision to send a 
deputation to Jerusalem to confer on this matter. On 
the way from Antioch te Jerusalem Paul and Barna- 
bas caused great joy to all the Christians through 
the account of what had happened on their mission- 
ary journey. ‘These churches of Phoenicia and Sa- 
Maria were not of the rigid type, and were clearly 
the result of the labors of Philip, Peter, and John 
(8 : 5, 25; 11: 19). 

Deliberation (vs. 4, 5).—On arrival at Jerusalem 
they again told their story of the divine blessing on 
work among the Gentiles, but some of the Pharisees 
who believed insisted upon the fulfilment of the 
conditions laid down by the law. Circumcision was 
regarded as the indispensable badge of admission. 
Thus, the issues were very serious, and several vital 
points were at stake. 1. Paul’s work as an apostle 
was naturally questioned (Gal. 2:2). 2. The univer- 
sality of the Gospel was alsoquestioned, because Paul 
had been appealing to all men, irrespective of dis- 
tinctions of pee and race (Gal. 3: 28). 3. Most 
important of all, the very existence of Christianity 
was involved, because the requirement of circum- 
cision for Gentiles would involve the obligation to 
fulfil the entire law, and thus the liberty of the Gos- 
pel, the death of Christ, and the grace of God through 

aith would all be destroyed (Gal, 2: 21; 5: 1-4). 

Those who think that Galatians 2: 1-10 refers to 
this story assume that there was a private confer- 
ence of leaders first which peoraree or this general 
meeting in Council. ‘The Pharisees had not learned 
the true meaning of the conversion of Cornelius (10: 
34, 35). The coming of Christ had made no essen- 
tial difference to them, for they were still Mosaic in 
their attitude and requirements. (4) 

Discussion (vs. 6-21).—Without undue attention to 
the details the general order of procedure should be 
noticed: 1, Peter was the first speaker (vs. 7-11), 
and, referring back to his own experience (11 : 1-18), 
he emphasized three facts: that God had selected 
him to preach to the Gentiles, that God had borne 
witness to this by giving them the Holy Spirit, and 
that thereby He had purified them by faith, making 
no distinction between Jew and Gentile. On this 
Peter based the deduction that it would be ‘‘ tempt- 
ing God” to put a yoke upon these disciples which 
even the Jews themselves could not bear, and he ex- 
pressed the conviction that salvation was through 
grace for all. This does not mean that Peter was 
appointed to be, as Paul was, an apostle to the Gen- 
tiles, but only that God had selected him some ten 
years before to open the door to the Gentiles through 
Cornelius; and thus toinsist upon circumcision would 
be to challenge that divine action and really involve 
disobedience to God’s will by erecting again barriers 
whieh He had destroyed. The yoke of the law wasa 
heavy one (Gal. 5 : 1), and was very different from 
Christ’s yoke (Matt. 11 : 29, 30). There is only one 
way of salvation for all men: by grace on God’s side 
and through faith in man’s (Eph. 2: 8). (5) 
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2. Then Paul and Barnabas spoke, telling what 
God had done through them during their missionary 
tour.. Perhaps the silence at this moment was due 
to the contentions of the opposition being stilled in 
the fae of po gas facts. ae 

3. Then James spoke (vs. 13-21 ea rs as 
the President (12: 17), and reminds those ment of 
what God had done through Peter in visiting the 
Gentiles (v. 14). This is supported by reference to 
the het Amos (9 : 11, 12), and on this he based 
his opinion that the Gentiles should not be required 
to submit to the Mosaic law, as the narrow party in- 
sisted, but that they should be asked to abstain from 
four different things, which, because they were as- 
sociated with Gentile idolatry, were specially obnox- 
ious to Jews. The social and the moral elements of 
life were inextricably united, and it was this that led 
to the association of these four as in different ways 
objectionable, Not that all were of the same class, 
but that idolatry was often associated with impurity 
at that time, just as it is in India to-day. (6) 

The reference to Amos is particularly interesting, 
because it gives the promise of the restoration of the 
a nation, so that the words in their complete 

ulfilment are still future. After the Church has 
been gathered out in this age, the conversion of the 
Jews will take place, and that in turn will lead to 
the re pews of ‘‘all the Gentiles ” (v. 17). James 
pointed what he had to say by remarking (v. 21) (as 
some think he meant) that there was no fear of the 
law of Moses being entirely forsaken, since it was 
regularly taught in the synagogues. Others think 
the words mean that, since the precepts of the law 
were everywhere inculcated in the cr Gen- 
tile Christians must take care not to offend thepreju- 
dices of their fellow-believers in four respects. -(7) 

Decision (vs. 22-29).—This was approved by the 
entire church in Jerusalem,.of which the apostles and 
presbyters were the officers, and they decided to 
send a deputation to Antioch with Paul and Barna- 
bas. This consisted of two men, Judas, called Bar- 
sabbas, of whom we know nothing further, and Silas 
(short for Silvanus), who afterward became a com- 
panion of Paul. They were persons of importance 
and influence in the Church (vs. 22, 32). (8) 

There was a remarkable unanimity in their de- 
cision (v. 25). And, most important of all, they were 
able to claim the authority of the Holy Spirit as well 
(v. 28), for not James, but He, was the real president. 
The phrase was no matter of form, but in hearty 
agreement with the belief of those early Christians 
in the presence and control of the Spinit (5 : 3, 32; 
9:17) They were thoroughly justified in this belief, 
for it was God himself through the Spirit who had 
led them from the time of Cornelius onward. (9) 

Delight (vs. 30-35).—The church had now grown 
large enough to be a multitude (4: 32), and when 
they received this message they were full of joy. 
Luke frequently emphasizes Christian gladness, and 
the letter must have cheered and encouraged them 
with its good news of peace and liberty. (10) 


III. Central Truths 


1. A Lesson on Fellowship~.—This is a story of 
differences among Christian people and how they 
were made up. All such differences should be (1) 
faced frankly; (2) discussed fully; (3) prayed over 
earnestly; (4) decided amicably; (5) accepted heart- 
ily. ‘The agreement is sometimes called a compro- 
mise, but it is important to remember that it was not 
a compromise of principle. When once fundamental 
principles are accepted it is not only possible but 
often a duty to yield lovingly on unimportant points. 
This does not mean ‘‘compromise for the sake of 
peace, but comprehension for the sake of truth.” 

2. A Lesson on Freedom, —The ecclesiastical trou- 
ble was serious, and could only be solved by proper 
emphasis on the spiritual realities of the Gospel. In 
like manner to-day everything depends upon our full 
understanding and genuine acceptance of spiritual 
truths. The Golden Text speaks of ‘‘liberty,” and 
the New Testament has much to sayon this. Sin 
involves us in bondage (John 8: 34), and the great 
need is freedom. ‘This is only possible in Christ and 
through his truth (John 8 : 32, 36). A careful con- 
sideration of what Christian freedom in things spirit- 
ual is will help us in every other connection. 

(1) First comes freedom from the penalty of sin 
(Rom. 6: 7). This is God’s judicial act in justifying 
the repentant and believing sinner. 

(2) ‘Then there is freedom from the pracéise of sin 
(Rom. 6: 17-22). This means that in Christ we have 
a new Master and a new service. 

(3) Last of all, and in some respects greatest of 
all, for daily living, is freedom from the Jower of 
sin (Rom. 8: 2). A greater force than that of sin has 
entered our life by the gift of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 
8:15), and this includes freedom from law (Rom. 7: 
3) as that which brings us into spiritual bondage. 

Law always stands for the effort of self to save 
one’s self, and it was this that Paul had in mind 
when he wrote on freedom to the Galatians (Golden 
Text). ‘* The strength of sin is the law” (1 Cor, 15 : 
56). Law calls upon us to do, but does not give us 
the power to do. It orders, but cannot effect; com- 
mands, but cannot equip; condemns, but cannot en- 
able. Hence the need of grace, which not only com- 
mands, but provides the power. The keynote of law 
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is ‘‘ do,” while the keynote of grace is ‘‘ done,” and 
it is because the Christian is ‘‘ not under law, but 
under ,” that he is able to rejoice and stand fast 
in the liberty wherewith Christ has made him free 
(Rom. 6: 14). (11) ; 
IV. A Lesson Outline 

1. Difficulty (Gal. 1 : 6-14). 

2. Difference (Gal. 2 : 1-14). 
Deliberation (Gal. 3 : 1-14). 
Discussion (Gal. 4 : I-11). 
Decision (Gal. 5 : 1-10). 
Delight (Eph. 2 ; 11-22). 
Co.iece, ‘Toronto, 


< 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
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Rubbing Together.— Zhen it seemed good to the 
aposties ... to choose men out of their company 


(v. 22). Conventions are among the best things con- 
nected with the church. I, myself, am an old con- 
vention rounder. I like to see and hear the bi 
fellows who climb (or float) to the top in the things 
belong to. They are a fine exhibit of the quality of 
the ‘‘thing.”” Some time ago I was solicited to join 
a certain trade organization. Before signing up I 
thought I would attend the annual convention and 
size up the leaders. I found them for the most part 
to be Champagne Charleys and ‘‘Good Time” Toms, 
and I have never joined (Isa. 52: 11; 2 Cor. 6: 14- 
17). I am writing this note as I am on my way home 
from the ‘‘council” of my own church. From all 
over the land the ‘‘apostles” send up ‘‘chosen men 
of their own company,” and I go to see the fun, It 
does me lots of good to look over and listen to the 
selected men, the choice men, of my own denomina- 
tion, and sometimes meet one or two, If it were 
possible for every member of the church, for every 
member of the Sunday-school, for every member of 
the young people's society, to attend the ‘‘ councils” 
it would revolutionize all the churches in five years, 
The dead underbrush that drops and gathers and 
stays home would catch fire,—and make steam and 
‘*set things goin’.”” Rubbing together kindles to a 
blaze. 


**Fellowship Sweet.’’—7hey wrote thus ... The 
apostles and the elders, brethren, unto the brethren 
(v. 23) Apostles, elders, brethren. But the bi 
word is BRETHREN. ‘The one thing the heathen cont 
not quite get hold of was this brotherhood business, 
Until Christ came and got into the heart of the race 
there was no such thing. Every fellow had it in for 
the other fellow. ‘‘Behold how they love each 
other,” was the amazed exclamation of savage Rome 
as it spilled their blood. And so every martyrdom 
swept hundreds into the growing church quite ready 
to welcome the same fate. Even if there were noth- 
ing after this life it would be richly worth while to be 
a real Christian just for the delightful free-masonry 
of it. ‘* Traveling on his religion,” has come to be 
the label of the pious deadbeat. But there is nothing 
so delightful upon which to travel as one of the white- 
winged ships of the Gospel. You cannot go wrong 
on any line from simple Quaker to finely appointed 
Episcopalian. All that fly the flag of the cross are 
equipped with Joy and are sure toreach Port. Speak- 
ing of conventions in the other paragraph please mark 
this: There are business conventions, society con- 
ventions, political conventions, social service conven- 
tions, and conventions galore, but it is only for re- 
ligious conventions that folks throw open their homes 
and welcome the stranger. When you tell why this is 
so you explain religion (Rom. 12: 13; Heb. 13: 1, 2). 


The Methobapterians.— Being assembled with one 
accord (v. 25, Auth. Ver.). There can be no better 
evidence of a fine Christian spirit in any religious 
gathering than to find the people ‘‘ assembled with one 
accord.” One of the advantages in having different 
sects is that there is a better chance for the ‘‘one 
accord.” Some of us would feel very much out of 
place and out of accord up among the ‘‘swell folks” 
at St. Somehody’s. And others of us would feel very 
much out of place and out of accord down in the plain 
barracks and amid the brass bands, the tambourines, 
and the noisy soldiers of the Salvation Army. Our 
Quaker friends can gather and sit silently, all in ac- 
cord, in the bare and severe meeting-house, while up 
at St. Somebody’s the whole congregation can be in 
accerd in the noble architecture, splendid music, 
graceful prayers, and eloquent sermon. Perhaps 
most of us require something between meeting-house 
and cathedral to meet our religious needs. I am very 
doubtful if it would be a good thing, even if a possi- 
ble one, for all Christian people to belong to my 
church. We can, however, very easily all get up 
around the Master and be in sweet accord with him 
—and thus with one another. ‘This happens to be the 
way we work it here in Coatesville, and consequently 
all things religious prosper and go with a heavenly 
hum (John ro: 16; 1 Cor. 12: 5, 12, 13). 


Cards, etc.— Zhai ye abstain from things sacri- 
jiced to idols ... Fare ye well (vy. 29). <A sirloin 
steak purchased from the wagon or stall of that 
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cussin’ heathen butcher Ike Mellon is none'the dif- 
ferent from a sirloin steak purchased from John San- 
ford the good Methodist butcher. But there could 
easily be a situation where no true Christian could 
deal with Ike. A picture of a plump queen on a 
piece of cardboard to make a game is no worse 
than the picture of a lank woman with curls upon a 

iece of cardboard to make a game. but no Chris- 
Ges has to put up an argument or excuse or explain 
a game of ‘*Old Maids.” When men have to face 
death the first thing they do is to unload bottles, 
pipe, and cards. They never find any Bibles and 
prayer-books along the road to battle, but the way is 
red, white, and black with cards. Which tells the 
whole story. This early council very wisely would 
have the Christiaus a different kind of people. When 
all their neighbors were having an Aphrodite mutton- 
stew the Christians were to to be those ‘‘ narrow 
folks" who held to pigeon-pie for conscience’ sake. 
‘here is not so much perhaps in the style of a man’s 
clothes as Sartor Resartus would have us believe, but 
the broad brims and straight coats of the Lancaster 
County farmers let all the world know the wearers 
are on the Lord's side, Ditto those little white lace 
caps of the women, When you Bn flinch and 
authors while all the rest play bridge, everybody 
knows what side you are on also (Isa. 52: 11; Rev. 
18 : 4). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


” 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 
three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
coming later they may not be considered at all, Do not 

submit illustrations without first securing a circular that ex- 
plains the acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson calen- 
dar, which will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All readers are 
invited to assist in the conduct of this department. One dollar 
is offered for every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and two 
dollars for the best illustration each week. 


Our Slogan.— For freedom did Christ set us free 
(Golden Text), When Wilberforce was trying to get 
a bill through Parliament to liberate all the slaves 
under the British flag there was great excitement. 
‘They were anxious to get their liberty. When they 
were expecting the vessel which would bring the 
news that the Bill had failed or succeeded thousands 
of the people went down to the shore to get the first 
news. The captain of the coming vessel knew how 
anxious they were to get it. As soon as the vessel 
was in sight, and he saw the multitude on the shore 
watching for him, he shouted the words, ‘ Free! 
free! free!” and they all took upthe cry and it spread 
through the island. ‘hose once slaves to sin and 
now ransomed by Christ can take up the same cry.— 
From“ Evenings with Moody and Sankey,” by M. 
Laird Simons. Sent by Fred H,. Wilson, Brooklyn, 
bf 


Surrendering to Freedom.—for jreedom did Christ 
set us free (Golden ‘Text), A man who was seeking 
to become a Christian bemoaned the lot that would 
come to him if he gave himself to Christ. ‘I shall 
have to give up so much,” he said. ‘‘ There are 
many things I can do now that I can’t do then.” 
* But,” said a Christian brother, ‘‘there are many 
things that you can’t do now. You cannot eat mud 
or drink it.” ‘* No,” replied the man, ‘ but I don’t 
want todoathing like that.” ‘* That's just it,” was the 
reply. ‘*And when you become a thorough-going 
Christian, all sin will become distasteful to you. You 
will not want to commit it.” In accepting Christ we 
do not surrender our liberty but our slavery when we 
become free to do what we please, because we shall 
please to do God’s will.—From Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by the Rev. H.C. Buell, Santa Paula, 
Cal. The prize for this week is awarded to this 
tllustration, (&) 


The Load of Chains.— for freedom did Christ set 
us free (Golden Text), We once heard Mrs. Jennie 
Fuller tell of a Hindu gentleman who was brought 
aboard a ship at Bombay loaded down with chains, 
carried by his servant. As soon as he was put down 
on the deck his servant fastened the chains firmly to 
the deck by hammer and peg. A Christian fellow- 
traveler inquired of him why he carried this heavy 
load of chains, and the reply was something like this: 
** When I was a young man I was very wicked, and 
I resolved that I would begin putting on a chain for 
every sin I committed, and nowI have on 600 pounds 
of chains.” Christ sets free from the bondage of sin, 
and we are reminded of the old-fashioned hymn, 


‘* The lion of Judah shall break every chain, 
And give us the victory again and again.” 


—Sent by Emma Sellew Roberts, Berea College, 
Kentucky. 

Off With the Old.— or freedom did Christ set us 
Jfrée (Golden Tex). ‘ Don’t tell me what your pro- 
fessor used to tell you,” said a famous teacher of 
music to a new pupil imperatively. ‘‘ Forget you 
ever had a teacher. I am about to introduce you to 
the piano. .Please consider that you never saw one 
before. Ah, we shall make progress when you have 
forgotten enough.” The hopes of the new life will 
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never be fulfilled, its promises never realized, or its 
goals reached, unless we break with the old life and 
cease recalling its mistakes and sins.—From The 
Christian Age. Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, 
Halifax, Eng. 


The Ultimatum.—Pau/ and Barnabas had no small 
dissenston and questioning with them (v.2). Ina 
Middle Western city an important Presbyterian 
church was voting on a call toa new pastor. ‘There 
were only a few negative votes, and the great major- 
ity in favor of the nominee was apparent. A gra- 
cious member of the minority moved to make the 
choice unanimous. But one man in that minorit 
was by no means disposed to make any such so 
surrender of opinion. In the midst of the company 
there rose up a stern old Scotchman. He wasted no 
words, His ultimatum was quick and straight: 
“There’s one thing ye might as well understand 
right here and now. I'll let ye know that there'll 
never be anything unanimous in this church as long 
aslamin it.” The meeting believed him.—From 
The Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Greet- 
land, Halifax, Eng. 


The N ’ Mistake.—Zhere rose up certain o 
the sect of the Pharisees (v. 5). ‘* For your lives!” 
cried the Portuguese captain of an African slave-ship 
to a band of naked negroes as he pointed to an Eng- 
lish ship which had been in hot chase of him for some 
hours. ‘ Fight for your lives!” he cried out, as he 
gave each man a weapon. And the deluded and 
terrified negroes did as they were told, and in so do- 
ing they wounded and killed their best friends, who 
had come to deliver them. So Jesus came to set the 
captives of sin free, but the Pharisees rose against 
Jesus, and the very men he loved and came to free 
they hied on to kill him.—From 7he Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, 
England. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE principal synagogue in Jerusalem to-day 
stands in the Hebrew quarter, where our map 
sets the Number 21. Of course, it is nut the 
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very seme building in which James and his wrongly 
‘*orthodox ” neighbors met for worship, but it is con- 
structed on practically the same plan, and it is inter- 
esting to visit while we are studying the records of 
their early Church Conference, 

The building has its inner walls coated with white- 
wash. The floor under foot is a pavement of large, 
flat stones. Directly before us, in the middle of the 
large room, an eight-sided platform has been built of 
planks, and on that a high, ornamental balustrade 
encloses a place of honor for those who may read the 
Scriptures aloud or preach sermons. At the farther 
end of the room is something which must be regarded 
as particularly important—a structure of elaborately 
carved marble—polished columns on either side guard- 
ing a closely curtained alcove, while a rail, like that 
before the altar in a Christian church, keeps reople 
from carelessly standing too near. 

In that curtained niche are treasured certain very 
old and precious manuscript copies of the Hebrew 
eo of the Law and the Prophets. 

All their lives James and the other Jerusalem 
brethren had assembled in places like this to listen 
to Bible reading and sermons. The passage which 
— quoted in Conference (Acts 15:16, 17) was 

rom the ancient book of Amos (9: 11, 12). And he 
reminded the brethren (Acts 15:21) that all over the 
land there were synagogues like this where the same 
Scriptures were read and explained, both to Jewish 
listeners and to Gentiles who were tired of the empty 
vulgarities of pagan shrines. 

Lyte o> **Inside a Jewish Synagogue, show- 
ing Holy Place and readers’ platform.”) 


‘The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lessons for the year. The use of the 
stereograph will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places veaé. Forty-four places will be visited dur- 








MAP PAT 


MAY 13, 1916 


ing 1916; the forty-four stereographs cost $7.34, and if all are 
ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. Eleven places are to be visited and described with the 
lessons of this quarter; cost $1.84. The four for May alone 
67 cents. Postage or express is prepaid on all ers for 
stereographs or stereoscopes. Lantern slides of the same 
scenes can also be obtained. Plain slides, so cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents ; colored, $1.10, In orders for twenty- 
five or more at one time prices are: plain slides, 40 cents; 
colored, $1; sepia-tinted, 45 cents. Address ‘Ihe Sunday 
School Times Comaane: 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


z 
Oriental Lesson Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland Missionary 
to the Jews 


gw of tdols (v. 20). The idol was the 
supreme owner of life to those worshiping at 
his shrine, and his name was mentioned and 
his permission sought in the act of killing an animal 
for the sake of food. In this recognition of his life 
roe — lay the power and pollution of the 

ol. (I ; 

From what is strangled, and Faye blood 4g 20) 
The first involved the second. he strangled fowl 
had its blood still within it, and the blood was sacred 
as a divine creation and gift to its owner. Jewish 
thoroughness in trifles requires that after the mutton 
is brought from the butcher's a little salt must be 
sprinkled and rubbed on its surface so as to bring 
out any blood remaining in the veins. (2) 

They were dismissed in peace from the brethren 
(v. 33). Oriental guests cannot, without discourtesy, 
leave the house in which they have received hospi- 
tality until their host consents to their departure, 
and gives his blessing of peace for the caomee. 
Hence our Sunday service closes with the benedic- 
tion. It is God’s word and wish of peace to the 
guests in his house who have received the nourish- 
ment of his Word. Where this is understood and 
considered sufficient it is unnecessary for minister 
and congregation to supplement it by noisy land- 
shaking at the church door. 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we pray that 
in all things we may be. at one with the Holy Spirit. May 
no plan of ours cross thy purposes as revealed to us by him 
who came to lead us into all truth. We pray thee that in all 
things we may see the truth, and that in whatever we do we 
may be unwilling to go forward without thine own approval. 
Grant us the spirit of unity and of service here in this place, 
and may our work for thee be marked by the spirit of brotherly 
love in which it is accomplished in this school and in this 
church, In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—A wonderful little phrase occurs 
three times within just a few verses of our lesson to- 
day. I wonder if you have noticed what it is? I saw 
it in the twenty-second, the twenty-fifth, and the 
twenty-eighth verses. Can any one tell me what it 
is? That's right, ‘* It seemed good.” 

What if all our work were measured by the 
approval of the Holy Spirit? Suppose our work not 
only seemed good to us, but also to him who came to 
give us light upon truth itself? If we were guarded 
by him in what we do, and if we were so at one with 
our Lord Jesus Christ that the Spirit could lead us 
forward through all the tasks of the day, what won- 
a service we could render to the Lord whom we 
ove 

There is a passage just toward the end of the les- 
son that makes a great promise to those who do what 
was advised in the letter to the people in Antioch. 
They were told that if they did what was advised in 
that letter it would be well with them. 

Is everything well with youto-day? Does life seem 
cheerful and bright? Or is there some point in your 
life at which you are not atone with God? Have you 
heard God's words plainly spoken to you, and yet 
have you held back and have turned to the things 
that were unworthy and unclean? It cannot be well 
with yes while you are in that frame of mind. It can 
only be well with you when you are at one with God 
in the life that is Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, and 
doing the will of God. 

Let’s not think about this as a dream, but as a great 
and beautiful reality, open to every one of us. These 
men in the early church were very close to the begin- 
ning of Christ’s plan. They knew that they must 
carry forward his work in oneness and in simplicity 
of life and in great faith. Are we turning aside from 
their plan, or are we following it in spirit and in 
deed ? 





AT ons WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
WHICH? 


An answer to this may answer a good many of the 
questions that trouble us in our church life. No one 


























LESSON FOR MAY 28 (Acts 15 : 1-35) 


of us here is too young to begin the work in 
simple oneness with the Holy Spirit. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Behold what wondrous grace." 

" Blessed assurance,—Jesus is mine.” 

“ Free from the law, happy condition." 

“ How firm a ye saints of the 


Lord. 

** I know not why God's wondrous grace.” 

* In the cross of Christ I glory."’ 

‘** O could I speak the matchless worth,” 

** Wonderful words of life." 

(References bof ergy oy to the metrical 
Psalm ** Bible Songs.”’) 

Psalm 51 : 1-17 (107 : 1-4.) 
Psalm 40 : 1-17 (85 : 1-4). 
Psalm 25 : I-15 3 1% 7). 
Psalm 24 : 1-6 (48 : 1-3). 
Psalm 89 : 34-37 (178 : 1-3). 


| Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING,—Christ set us free. 
Note.—The deliberations of the 
council at Jerusalem are beyond the 
comprehension of Primary children. They 
do need to realize the blessings of living in 
a free country. This thought may be asso- 
ciated with Memoriai Day, and may help 
them to feel that it is a wonderful blessing 
that Jésus Christ can set us free from sin 
and wrong-doing. 

Before the Lesson.—On Tuesday, in many 
of the public schools, the children will sing 
patriotic songs, and perhaps an old soldier 
will talk to the school, because it is Memorial 
Day. 

Many years ago there were slaves in many 
countries, There was war in this country, 
and during this war the slaves were set free. 
Booker Washington was: one ofi-these freed 
slaves. Mention his life and recent death. 
‘Memorial .Day':is‘in ‘honor. of. the:‘soldiers i 
who helped to free ‘the slaves in the. United 
States. A picture of Lincoln might be 
shown, because he signed the paper which 
set the slaves free. ‘ 

Salute the flag and sing: 








** Oh! say, does the star-span~lcd banner yet 


wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the 
brave ?”’ 


On Tuesday, in the cemeteries, fresh flags 
and flowers will decorate the. zraves of the 
old soldiers. That is why it is called Memo- 
rial Day. Sing: 

‘** My country! ‘tis of thee! 
Sweet land of liberty! 
Of thee we sing— 
Long may our land be bright, 
With FREEDOM'S holy lizht ! 
Protect us by thy might! 
Great God, our King.”’ 


There are still slaves in some countries, 
God wants them to be free, and he wants all 
the people of the world to belong to his 
family. Repeat John 3:16. Jesus cameto 
live on this earth that he might show the 
lleavenly Father’s love. Jesus went about 
doing good because he loved everybody. 


** Jesus loves the little children, 
All the children of the world ; 

Black and yellow, brown and white, 

They are precious in his sight ; 

Jesus loves the little children of the world.” 

Jesus Christ came to live on the earth to 
set people free. The angel said so before 
he was born: ‘*Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, for he shall save the people from 
their sizs. That is even better than to be 
saved from slavery. Christ set us free. 

Lesson Developed.—Before long some of 
you may go away on a vacation trip. You 
can let your friends know it by writing or 
telling them when you come back. Last 
summer a teacher asked the children in her 
class to send a picture post-card back, telling 
where they were. After vacation they had 
a party, and showed all the cards and told 
about their vacations, 

When Paul and Barnabas went on their 
first missionary trip so many things hap- 
pened that after a while they planned to go 
back to tell their friends about it, Some 
things were pleasant and some were hard. 
In one place the people tried to worship 
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them like gods and to deck them with flow- 


ers; then and almost killed 
Paul by st him. He and Barnabas 
were brave. went t on telli 
the story of Jesus. When they had visit 
several started back, and they 
went through the same places where they 


had worked, for they wanted to help the new 
Canes one pneeient to aig Bs yp neo 
tra - way on fi 
Fle i chip. sata f of Christians gath- 
ered in Antioch to hear about their trip. 
The they liked Lest was that God loved 
the Gentiles as well ac he did the Jcws. 
Some wouldn’: believe it, so Paul and Bar- 
nabas planned a trip to Jerusalem to tell 
there what had happened. 

Their old friends were glad to see them, 
They gathered in a council to hear what they 
had to say. Paul and Barnabas told how 
the Gentiles loved to hear the story of Jesus. 
Then. Peter told again about the time when 
Cornelius was so glad to hear that story. 

When Paul and Barnabas went back to 
Antioch the council sent two men with them 
to take a letter with a message for the Gen- 
tiles that they should not worship idols any 
more, but should live as Jesus taught his fol- 
lowers to live. They wanted these Gentiles 
to know that Jesus Christ wanted to set them 
free from sin, 

It is a wonderful thing to be set free from 
slavery; it is more wonderful to be set free 
from sin, Christ sets us free. 

A tiny flag to wear or a little one to paste 
on the child’s paper would make a suitable 
souvenir to remind the children that they live 
in the land of the free. 

There may be opportunity to impress that 
Christ can set a child free from being unkind 
or saying wrong words or telling lies or 
keeping back part of the money for Sunday- 
school or whatever may need emphasis. A 
living expression is better than a written one. 


CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella: Denison Baldwin 


OD was greatly blessing the Antioch 

‘church, which -was the largest Gen- 

tile church, when some visitors from 

Jerusalem came ‘among them with a new 

teaching which nearly broke up the church. 
What were they teaching? 

Jerusalem was ‘the center of the Jewish 
Christians. The news that the heathen were 
turning to God in- great numbers: spread 
abroad. The missionaries had received these 
people into the church upon but one condi- 
tion, —faith in Jesus Christ. 

This was too liberal to suit some Jew- 
ish Christians. They had. been taught to 
keep many ordinancés, feasts,, and cere- 
monies. They believed the Gentiles could 
be saved, but faith in Christ was not enough ; 
they must Also conform to Jewish customs 
and life. ‘That is, they must become Jews 
before they could be Christians. These 


\ Jewish Christians had come to Antioch to 


tell them of their error. Being unable to 
adjust the matter satisfactorily the Antioch 
church sent a committee to the mother 
church at Jerusalem for advice. These peo- 
ple were older and more mature Christians, 

A conference was called. The question 
was, How is one saved? Is salvation by 
law or grace? Do we have to do something 
to be saved, or is it a free gift given us by 
believing that Christ’s death paid the debt of 
our sins? 

This conference “lid not settle the matter. 
God had settled that from the beginning. 
Salvation has always been through faith in 
Jesus Christ. Before Christ came to earth 
people were saved by looking forward to the 
Messiah, even as we are saved by looking 
back to the Messiah. (1) 

A review of this outline may help. There 
are seven periods or dispensations in the 
history of the human race : 

1. Jnnocence, extending from the creation 
to the fall. 

2. Conscience, from the fall to the deluge. 

3. Human authority, from the deluge to 
the call of Abraham. 

4. Promise, from the call of Abraham to 
the giving of the law at Sinai. 

5. Law, from Sinai to Christ. 

6. Grace, from Christ’s resurrection to his 
second coming. 

7. Millennial, from Christ’s. second com- 
ing to the end. 

During these periods God has made some 
tects of his people; These Jews: lived in the 





posed of law, trying to prove their faith 
n God by keeping the ordinances and com- 
mandments God had laid down for them. 
They failed in their obedience. Christ came 
to turn their failure into success, to fulfil the 
law for them, but as a nation they r 
him, So God henceforth offered salvation 
to adi who will believe (Matt. 21 : 43). That 
is, God receives Jew and Gentile alike, on an 
equality, on the same condition,—faith in 
esus Christ. These believers are baptized 
into Christ’s own body and called the church 


(1 Pet. 2:9, 10; Eph. 3:5, 63 5 + 23, 30, 


). 

It is in this dispensation of grace, this time 
of unmerited favor from God, that you and I 
are living. ‘These Jewish Christians did not 
understand this. So a big church-meeting 
was held, not to determine how we shall be 
saved, but to discover how God does save. 

Paul and Barnabas rehearsed the great 
things God had been doing for the Gentiles 
through them. Then a Jewish Christian 
immediately arose. What did he demand? 

v. 5- 

nher some discussion Peter took the floor, 
He recalled to their minds that God intended 
the Gospel for Jew and Gentile alike (10 : 
34). These Gentiles without circumcision 
or good deeds came to God simply believing 
in Jesus Christ (v. 9; Acts 10 : 44-48). If 
coming to God by faith is not enough, why 
did God marvelously change their lives and 
give them the witness of the Holy Spirit? 
They were silenced. Noone could answer 
Peter’s argument, 

Paul and Barnabas reinforced Peter’s ar- 
gument by telling what they had seen God do 
for the heathen. ‘They [the people] held 
peace,”’ 

Then James arose. Quoting from Amos, 
he said, Brethren, these men are right, but 
** After these things’’—that is, at the close 
of this dispensation of grace, Christ will re- 
turn to earth and restore the kingdom of 
Israel. God’s chosen people will again be 
united and be in supremacy and power, and 
the throne of David re-established (Amos 9 : 
II, 12). This pacified them, What sug- 
gestion did James make? (vs, 19, 20.) Did 
they unanimously agree? (vs. 22-25.) (2) 


To make sure that their, good-will and. 


greeting reached the. Antioch Christians they 
send a letter and a special comniittee to ac- 
company Paul and Barnabas. 

What was the content of the letter? (vs. 
23-29.) Observe their appreciation of Paul 
and. Barnabas. 

They make four suggestions as to things 
to be abstained from : things offered to idols ; 
fornication, the vices so common; blood; 
things strangled. (3) 

Gentiles often drank blood ‘mingled with 
wine as a delicacy. The Jews were forbid- 
den to do this in the Levitical law (Lev. 17 ; 
10-14). Blood was the life, the symbol of 
sacrifice (Ileb. 9 : 22), therefore the Gen- 
tiles should deny themselves in courtesy to 
the Jews. (4) 

Suggestions.—If you and your friend can- 
not agree do not quarrel, but together lay 
the matter before some mature Christian 
(Matt, 17 : 15, 16). 

Christians may differ, but if hearts are 
open to the truth God is certain to reveal his 
will (John 7 : 17; Titus 3 : 9). 

You can always afford to compromise un- 
less in so doing you dishonor Jesus Christ 
(Eph. 4: 2, 3). 

She who lives in bondage to Jesus Christ 
has only liberty (John S : 32). 

Christ receives us by faith without works, 
but the life of faith manifests itself in works 
(Gal. 5 : 22, 24; Jas. 2:17). 

For Next Week’s Lesson 

Locate all the places mentioned in the 
lesson. 

Who were the ‘irst converts in Europe? 

What house became the headquarters of 
the first church in Europe ? 

Should we rely upon dreams as the lead- 
ing of God to-day? Why? 

How may we know God’s leading? How 
has he led you? 

BIBLE INSTITUTE, Loc ANGELES. 


“ 


** Pucker’’ has written a little book enti- 
tled ** Boy’ s- Eye Views of the Sunday-school.”’ 





He takes up various departments of the work, | 


with shrewd comments as to the strong and 
weak points in Sunday-schools he has at- 
tended. You will find the book very sug- 
gestive in your work, It may be had for 60 
cents, postpaid, from The Sunday School 
Times Co. 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


“6 HERE did we leave Paul last Sun- 
day?’’ began teacher. 
** Guest of honor at a love-feast 
in Antioch,”’ spoke up Fred Keller. 

** Satan couldn’t allow such triumph un- 
hindered,’’ said teacher, ‘‘ so he stirred up 
trouble in the Antioch church. Tell us 
about it, Carl,” rete 

So Carl explained about those Jewish 
Christians who came up from Jcrusalem and 
told the Gentiles that believing in Christ 
only made them half-way Christians, and that 
the only way they could have a full salvation 
was by being initiated into the Jewish faith 
also. 

**I don’t see how they could make that 
out,’’ declared Bulldog. 

Teacher said the probable argument was 
that the Jews were God’s chosen people, to 
whom all the promises of salvation had been 
given; the laws of Moses were laws of sal- 
vation, given by God himself and never re- 
pealed ; Christ himself had come in the line 
of this chosen nation, saying that he came 
not to destroy the law, but to fulfil it, and 
that he was not sent, but to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel. How, then, could any 
outsider hope to be saved by Christ unless 
he joined the people that the promises and 
the Messiah were given to? oreover, all 
Gentiles were under a curse, and God’s peo- 
ple were forbidden to. have anything to do 
with them. How, then, could converts 
from heathenism be on an equality with 
Jewish Christians unless they — being 
Gentiles and became initiated into the chosen 
race ? 

** That does sound like good sense,’’ ad- 
mitted Bulldog. 

‘Teacher told what trouble this made at 
Antioch. The Jewish Christians wouldn’t 
take communion with the Gentile members 
of their own church (Gal. 2 : 12, 13), and the 
Geniles didn’t know what to do. 

Fatty’s question was about Paul and Bar- 
-nabas going down to Jerusalem tojask the 
apostles aboutit, But Bulldog said he didin’t 
see why they.made such a fuss, If the Jews 
were willing to take them in, why didn’t the 
Gentiles all turn Jews when they got con- 
verted, and end the whole trouble. 

That did look like a good way out of it. 
But teacher made out there was a deep prin- 
ciple in the thing; that it was an attempt to 
narrow Christianity to a higher kind of Juda- 
ism instead of its being a world-wide salva- 
tion, and was also a direct attack on salva- 
tion by faith. 

He said the question really was whether 
Christ alone could save a soul that yielded 
to him, or whether we had to help him by 
certain ceremonies and observances; whether 
God loves one nation better than others, or 
whether he loves the whole world, and who- 
soever will may take the water of life freely. 

No wonder Paul wouldn’t give up. If the 
Judaizers had had their way the Gospel never 
would have spread much. ‘Teacher says 
Paul was really fighting for us. 

Well, next we had Peter’s argument before 
the council at Jerusalem ; how God gave the 
Holy Spirit to Cornelius, a Roman, without 
ever asking him to becomea Jew; and Peter 
told the Pharisees that no matter how hard 
they tried to keep the Jaw they couldn’t do 
it, and the only hope, even for Jews, was to 
believe in Christ. So why not let the Gen- 
tiles be saved the same way, without putting 
on them an extra load that wouldn’t do any 
good ? 

Then Barnabas and Paul reported their 
missionary journey, how God had blessed 
the Gentiles, and what faithful Christians 
they made, even under persecution. 

James was the last speaker. He was pas- 
tor of the Jerusalem church and brother of 
Jesus. He quoted from Amos 9: II, 12 to 
show that, long before, God had promised 
salvation to the Gentiles; and they finally 
decided that true faith in Christ put all Chris- 
tians on a level. 

Of course, not all the Jewish Christians 
accepted this, and some of them made a lot 
of trouble afterward... Hardly any of the 
Jewish converts understood that Christ took 
the place of the old Mosaic ritual, and most 
of them still kept up their Jewish observ- 
ances. But the Gentile converts were left 
free, and the sufficiency of Christ was de- 
clared. 

Paul ofterward wrote that theré is no dif- 
ference between Jew and Gentile in God’s 
sight (Rom. 10: 12), and that belonging to 
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Christ makes us heirs to the promise of sal- 
vation given to Abraham, just as much as if 
we were really descended from him (Gal. 
3:29). So Paul won the case for us. 

But the Gentiles had to give up some 
things, too, The Jcws must treat them as 
brothers, but the Gentiles mustn’t do things 
that would disgust the Jews. ‘They must 
keep clear away from everything that had to 
do with idols, must keep trom all the horri- 
ble impurities the heathen practised, and 
must not eat meat that had not been drained 
of blood, nor drink. blood, like the heathen 
used to «dio, Those were things the ,ews 
couldn’t stand, they had been brought up so 
strict on all those points. (1) 

Bert gave that part where the apostles 
wrote a letter to the Antiocl: church telling 
them about this decision, and two delegates 
from the Jerusalem church went along to 
swear that the letter was true. 

It was an awfully nice letter; called the 
Gentiles ‘‘ brethren,’’ expressed sorrow that 
any of the ‘Jerusalem Christians had made 
them trouble, and instead of commanding 
them to keep tbe four rules, said they didn’t 
have to do anything du¢ to keep these four. 

Makes a lot of difference how you say a 
thing, doesn’t it? If Christians now could 

always be as courteous and tactful toward 
each other as that it would surely prevent 
| lots of hurt feelings. 

‘lime was almost up, but teacher hurried 

along to tell us what this lesson means for us 
He thinks some Christians now 
need to learn this lesson, that God loves one 
|; Nation just as much as another, and Christ 
makes us all one family. It isn’t much use 
to send missionaries to the heathen unless 
we are willing to call their converts our 
brothers and treat them’ like brothers, 
| whether their skins are red, yellow, or black. 

Another lesson we need to learn, accord- 


| ing to teacher, is‘not to trust to anything but 





Christ for our salvation, A wonderful expe- 
rience at conversion, baptism, a victorious 
life, success at soul-winning, are externals, 
and we must not trust in them. All these 
are important, but only Christ is all-impor- 
tant, and. only he makes these things pos- 
sible. We need not add anything to his sav- 
jug power. His saving power adds every- 
thing to us. 


Questions for next time are: 

What led —_ to start another missionary 
journey? (v. 36. 

What caused Pout and Barnabas to sepa- 
arate ? (vs. 37-3 

Who went with Poul ? (v.40 and 16: 

Trace on map ‘their journey to 
(v. 41 and 16 : 6-8). 

Why did Paul decide to go to Macedonia ? 
(16 : 9, To). 

Why did Paul go. out to the river bank ? 
(v. 13. 

Who was the first European convert ? (vs. 
14, 15.) 


Teaching Hints from Pucker 


1-3.) | 


‘Troas 


Beginning. 
Where did we leave Paul? 


Explanation. 

What dispute arose in the Antioch church ? 

What arguments might the Jewish Ciristians 
use ? 

How was the question to be decided ? 

Why would not Paul give up to the Juda- 
izers ? 

What wa: Peter's argument ? 

What evidence did Barnabas and Paul give ? 

What Scripture did James quote ? 

What was the decision ? 

Did the Jewish Christians give up keeping 
the law ? 

What did the Gentiles have to give up? 
Why? 

How was the'decree sent to Antioch ? 


Application. 
Christian courtesy saves trouble. 
Christ makes all races brothers. 
Salvation is through Christ alone. 
TeRRE Haute, IND. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





May 22 to 28. 


OD has his saints in some strange places. 
There were ‘ saints in Ceesar’s house- 
hold,’’ and :.n Obadiah was in Ahab’s 

palace. We may find some fragrant souls 
where we least expect them. In talking 
over Family Worship the other day with a 
Christian lady sh: confessed that the pres- 
sure of modern liie only permitted of its ob- 
servance in her ‘ome on ‘th: Lord’s Day, 
and then proceeded to teli me of having dis- 
covered in the course of her visitation in a 
very poor part of ihe city a family with very 
few of earth’s comforts, and where the father 
was entirely out of sympathy with the mother 
in her desire to have erected the family altar. 
The persecution endured, however, did not 
daunt the mother, and not being able to 
gather her children any other time she takes 
them at the lunch hour, when the father is 
not in, rather than allow them to lose the 
benediction which falls at worship. Who | 
knows but in such families there are Wes- 
leys, Whitefields, Finney-, and Luthers in 
the making ? 





Mon.— Acts 1531-11, Council at jerusalem. 
Even in the best regulated church trouble 
may arise, ‘The church at Antioch was en- 
joying the ministry of Paul, and yet the peace 
there was di-turbed. The discord led to the | 
forming of the first Jerusalem Council, for 


‘*in the multitude of counsellors there is | - 


safety.’”?’ The judgment would thus be | 
mature and deliberate. Wisdom sought 
from God will not be denied. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the chil- 
dren as they return to school, Seek for the 
grace to buy up the goldien opportunities of 
the days of childhood and youth. Pray that 
the early years of life may be kept pure, but 
especially that their decision for Christ may 
be declared early, 


Tues.—Acts 15 : 12-21. Decision of the Council, 
The question brought up for decision’ was 
a most difficult one. James, who is bishop 
of the church in Jerusalem, points to facts | 
and reminds the Council of what God had | 
done through Peter, Already the barriers 
between Jew and Gentile were broken down. 
| Let God’s facts teach us God’s purposes. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: How often our 
| prayers grow meaningless by the constant 
land thoughtless use of phrases which have 





| Pray thatin private prayer as wellas prayer 
at the family altar we may be saved from 
vain repetitions. Pray the Great Inter- 
cessor himself to teach us the holy art of 
prayer. 

Wed.— Acts 15: 22-35. Decrees of the Council. 

Gentile .believers were to show yrace by 
abstaining from the practises offensive to 
godly Jews. There was no harsh authority 
back of the injunctions, but a. beautiful 
brotherly spirit, peinting out to the Gentiles 
the advantage to them. ‘*It shall be well 
with you.”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the grief- 
stricken homes and families of the soldiers 
at the front. For the soldiers themselves as 
they go in their dreadful duty lo face the 
horrorsofwar. For allthe wounded in the 
hospitals, and especially Yor those who are 
appointed to die of wounds received in battle, 


Thurs.— Gal. 5: 1-6. Freedom irom Bondage. 

Alas! how many return to the bondage 
and tyranny of their former sins and habits. 
Christ has made us free, and in that freedom 
it is wisdom to abide. To ‘stand fast’? | 
means ‘‘do no* bow your necks to the yoke | 
of slavery.’’ T.et us maintain a holy stead- 
fastness in our Christian privileges. | 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that the spell | 
of Roman Catholicism may be ‘roken in | 
those countries where it holds the people in | 
its bane/ul grip. This ts largely ‘he case in 
South America and certain parts of Canada 
around Quebec and Montreal. In the 
British Isles, Ireland ts under the blight of 
Rome; while Italy, Spain, France, and 
Austria-Hungary have never cast off the 
yoke. 


Fri.—Mark 7: 1-8. Source of Uncleanness. 
Out of the heart all moral evils proceed. | 
The heart is the true man. ‘*The heart is 











| deceitful above all things, and desperately | 
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wicked.’’ If we:could only see ourselves as 
God sees -us, how we should magnify lis 
sovereign grace in redeeming us and cre- 
ating within us new hearts and right spirits. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray ‘that the 
politics of the great nations of the earth may 
be allied to true religion. Pray forthe 
great rulers and monarchs of this world, 
that kings and presidents and emperors may 
learn to rule in equity and love, remember- 
ing that their trust ts granted to them by 


| appointment of the **Lord of lords, and King 


of king:.’” 
Sat.—Gal. 3:1-9, Gospel of Faith. 

‘The way of salvation which is by faith is 
a very old-fashioned way, since by faith 
Abraham was. justified. Our modern days 
have produced no better way. ‘This Gospel 
of faith has carried us for many years,and we 
hope ‘to enter heaven by its means. Oh! 
that all in‘this home would look to Jesus by 
faith, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Jf ts a good thing 
to keep the claims of Israel before us. Still 
beloved for the fathers’ sake and dear to the 
heart of God. Rapid changes are taking 
place all over the globe, and ‘he singular 
thing is the vital relation of these changes to 
God's ancient people. Let us pray that the 
Divine purposes for good to the Jews may 
ripen speedily. 


Sun.—Rom. 3: 21-31. Righteousness by Faith. 

There are thosc who wear self-righteous- 
ness as a crown upon their forehead ; it can, 
however, secure no favor with God. He 
saved Abraham by faith, and He saves us all 
by faith, for this same saving principle is ap- 
plicable to all the race, Man is justified ™ 
faith without the deeds of the law. 

PRAYER SuGGestions: Pray for those 
who this day wii! be going through a dreary 
voutine of religions forms in the hope of 
making their peace with God. Pray that 
the enlightenment of the Spirit may come to 
them, and that they may be led to abandon 
all their own efforts after salvation and rely 


| upon the finished work of Christ. 
| 


New YorK CITY. 


























LESSON FOR MAY 28 (Acts 15 : 1-35) 


Law and Grace 


(Continued from page 307) 
leading his people into the inheritance prom- 
ised in the Gospel, giving them rest through 
Saith. 


Many honest souls to-day can tell how 
they were 6 ht near to the kingdom by 
the law—the Bible training of their youth, 
the ideal incarnated for them in a mother’s 
life, the story of Christ, or the noble exam- 
ple of some one of his followers, To one 
man who felt the power of the law upon his 
soul, the Lord said, ‘* Thou art not far from 
the kingdom of God’? (Mark 12: 28-34). 
Moses had brought him to the threshold. 
Christ Jesus alone could open the kingdom 
of heaven to the seeking soul, Many aman 
has become a pilgrim under the impulse of 
some noble ideal. But only in Christ has 
any pilgrim soul of earth found the rest and 
the promised joys of the kingdom of Heaven. 

To the moral law of Moses was affixed : 


II. THE CEREMONIAL LAw. 


This was a ‘emporary institution, estab- 
lished in Israel from the days of Moses until 
the coming of Christ, to educate this He- 
brew people. It was: 


1. A divine object lesson in the vanity of 
carnal religion. All history and investiga- 
tion show that the instinct of the natural 
mind in its alienation from God is to seek 
relief in religious ordinances. Israel must 
learn the vanity of an outward service for 
rectifying’ the heart or for pleasing God. 
The Old Testament, interpreted either by 
the disastrous failures in Israel’s history, or 
by the voices of Israel’s prophets, plainly 
shows that ritual (even a divinely-appointed 
ritual : for the Mosaic ritual is the only sys- 
tem of religion which has ever been sanc- 
tioned by express divine revelation) is in itself 
a vain thing for salvation. From this point 
of view religion is a barren and empty thing. 
God himself found fault with it. It could do 
nothing to bridge tlie gulf between man and 
God, created by human ‘guilt,, It could con- 
tribute.nothing. tu the renewal of the heart 
in allegiance and loyalty to the Creator. 

The Epistle-to the Hebrews, especially in 
chaptets 7 to.Jo,:teaches this unequivocally 
(see Hebrew 7°18; 8: 7,8; 9:9, 10; 
10:4). Whatever. ‘life’? the ordinances 
possessed was drawn from the promise of 
Christ and the faith of the worshiper. 

This is the meaning of those stern, strong 
rebukes in the Prophets where the sacrifices 
and temple feasts seem to be denounced. It 
is not that the prophets contradict the earlier 
pages of the Bible, or that they had ‘out- 
grown an ignorant age when sacrifices were 
wrongly imagined to be pleasing to God.”’ 
In Leviticus we are not groping in the dim 
light of pagan tradition, but walking in the 
Sull blase of a divine revelation, The later 
prophets appeal to Moses; they do not re- 
mounce him. Each progressive stage of 
revelation assumes and confirms what has 
been ‘‘ written’’ before; it does not disallow 
it. A spiritual teacher never repudiates 
Scripture. 


2. ‘' A-shadow of good things to come.’’ 
If the Mosaic ritual had been intended only 
to prove by example the irksomeness and 
vanity of ceremonial, then might any kind of 
ritual have sufficed. Let. this be remem- 
bered. Yet in the present case any kind of 
ritual would of do. Words could not be 
more explicit than those in which Moses was 
enjoined to order his tabernacle according to 
the revealed pattern. ‘*See, saith he, that 
thou make all things according to the pat- 
tern shewed to thee in the mount.”’ 

For this law was a sword with two edges. 
To promote repentance from dead works 
was its office ; but that was in a manner in- 
cidental, for a grand constructive office be- 
fonged to it, ‘There was a secret meaning 
in these ceremonies, ‘Verily thou art a 
God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the 
Saviour’’ (Isa. 45:15). Israel’s Saviour- 
God,—the salvation to come out of Israel, — 
was hidden there, behind the forms of the 
Levitical institutions. Christ was hidden in 
this law. There was glory in those ordi- 
mances, but, like the glory on the face of the 
lawgiver, it was veiled. Only faith, the 
spiritual perception of believing hearts, could 
pierce the veil and see Christ there. 

A shadow affords a dim outline of an object. 
The image (for example, as seen ina mirror) 
affords a more detailed explicit view of it. 
The vision of the substance is the ultimate. 
So with God in Christ. In the Old Testa- 
ment is his shadow ; in the New Testament, 
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through the Gospel-glass, we gaze upon the 
image. In Heaven we shall see ‘* face to 
face.” 

The shadowy outline of Christ falls large 
across the pages of the Old ‘Testament, and 
nowhere more than in that law which the 
apostle describes as ‘‘having a shadow... 
and not the very image.’’ Pious souls in 
pre-Messianic days sat down under this 
shadow with great delight. Following in 
the steps of faithful Abraham, holding fast 
the promise, /iving by faith, and alive to 
every indication in the sacred oracles which 
might enlarge their knowledge of Christ, 
they enjoyed New Testament blessings. 

The human mind is not able to deal largely 
in abstract conception, Imagery and illus- 
tration are needed to convey ideas, (The 
words we use in ordinary conversation are 
saturated with imagery.) In spiritual things 
it is of first importance that the imagery shall 
be suitable and adequate. In the wisdom 
of God a system of ‘* types’’ was prepared 
beforehand for mo/ding after-interpretations 
of Christ. This system was riveted on the 
imagination of that race which was to be the 
divine agent commissioned to interpret Christ 
to the world. 

And here is wisdom. <Ad/ the New Testa- 
ment epistles were written by Hebrews, men 
who from childhood had both known the 
Holy Scriptures and been ‘saught to connect 
their thoughts of God with the temple, its in- 
stitutions, and its priesthood. Who can deny 
divine intention in this ? 

It was not given to Greek philosophers 
nor to Roman lawyers to be the authenti- 
cated interpreters of Christ to the waiting 
world. A chosen race had been educated 
in the school of God. In that school was 
learned the alphabet for the coming Christian 
language. Its walls were hung with pictures, 
drawn by inspired pen after a pattern re- 
vealed in Mount Iloreb. Supplemented by 
the further imagery afforded hy the recorded 
histories of the Old Testament, the whole 
constitutes a fountain from which the Chris- 
tian preacher inevitably draws his language 
when preaching Christ. He must weave his 
discourse from threads supplied by the books 
of Moses: sacrifice, atonement, cleansing, 
priesthood, offerings, etc. 

When men have tried to restate the Chris- 
tian, Gospel in the alphabet of human phi- 
losophy, ‘‘ the elements of the world and not 
after Christ,’’ they have always succeeded in 
clouding the, mind of the Church, and pro- 
voking profitless speculation. On the other 
hand, when expositurs, with the Old ‘lesta- 
ment in their hands, dring the great facts 
concerning Christ,—lis person, his work, his 
offices,—home to the minds of men 7x the 
light of the types and histories which shadow 
him forth in the Old Testament, they nour- 
ish spiritual life and edify the Church, 

This is the force of the passage, Hebrews 
5:11 to 6:3. There was an alphabet 
which belonged to the incipient stage of 
knowledge. * ‘The knowledge of this A, B, C 
must be assumed, (If it is cast aside, how 
can any spiritual result be achieved?) But 
the alphabet is only the beginning, and s 
‘‘in order to’? something further. They 
must leave it, as a child must leave the al- 
phabet, xo¢ abandoning it (nothing could be 
more alien to the doctrine of the Epistle), 
but advancing by its aid to spell out the syl- 
lables of Christian doctrine 

This was no small part of the purpose for 
which Mosaic ritualism was established in 
Israel. The Levitical institutions were to 
be of eternal value, though only of temporary 
endurance, Jn history they have been 
**taken away.’’ Butas a body ef ordinances 
in Scripture they are established for the eyes 
of faith to rest upon through all after ages. 

The Law belonged to the days when God 
was dealing with children, Now. he deals 
with sons; for the ‘* adoption ’’ has been be- 
stowed, emancipating from tutelage the chil- 
dren of Abraham (and such are all believers 
in Christ), But while much was embodied 
in temporary ordinances and imposed upon 
one nation only, it was representative, and 
its principles are of abiding significance. 
And upon souls indisposed to receive Christ 
the law has still a work to perform. Nor 
will a believer, if he fail to walk in the 
Spirit and stand fast in his Christ-given lib- 
erty, find that Moses has lost any of his 
power: ‘‘Iiis eye is not dim nor his natural 
force abated.’’ For the One who is ‘‘the 
end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth ’’ is the same who ‘‘ came not 
to destroy the law, but. to fulfil.’?. Nor do 
we make void tie Jaw through faith. God 
forbid! Yea, we establish the law. 





The store that deals 
in friendliness 


In some stores the proprietor comes to meet and 
greet you. 


He remembers your likes and dislikes. 
ceive attention. 


This kind of a store is usually well located, well 
arranged and carries good merchandise. Almost in- 
variably it is equipped with up-to-date National 
Cash Registers. 


You re- 


This machine furnishes every customer with a receipt 
or sales slip. 


It prints on this the amount paid or charged. 


On this is also printed the date of sale and who 
made it. | 


It forces a duplicate, printed record for the merchant. 


Safeguarded with this machine the proprietor can 
devote his time 
to his customers, 
to his delivery and store systems, 
to display of merchandise, : 
to advertising. 


In some stores you seldom meet the proprietor. 


Practically all his time is spent in straightening out 
mistakes in accounts. 


His mind is full of details of bookkeeping. 
You are conscious of this difference in stores. 


We want you to know one reason for the difference 
and where to look for this better kind of service. 


NCR 


Service 


Registration for trademark and 
copyright applied for., 
LOOK FOR THIS SIGN 
IN THE WINDOW 





MR. MERCHANT : 


One by one we have discovered new ways to protect merchants’ profits. 

We have now ready for delivery many new models of the National 
Cash Register. 

These 1916 models are the very last word in protection to vou, your 
clerks and the public. The added improvements are worth you: 3» estigation. 

Write for full information. Address Dept. S. 


The National Cash Register Company, Dayton, Ohio 
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“I am. Following 
Billy’s Trail” 


said Mr. W. , a Philadelphia business man, to a friend,—one of 
the editors of The Sunday School Times,—as they met on the 
suburban train the other day. 


‘*T have just come from Kansas City,’’ he continued, ‘‘ and 
was at the meetings Sunday, the opening day. And it rained hard 
all day.’’ 

‘* Did it keep the crowd away?’’ his friend asked. 

‘*T couldn’t see any empty seats except a few in the corners.’’ 

‘* How big is the Kansas City Tabernacle ?’’ 

‘* Bigger by two feet than Philadelphia's was.’’ 

Mr. W ’s wife, who was seated beside him, had said: ‘‘ He 
manages to get to hear Billy Sunday wherever Billy-goes. ’’ 

His friend knew why this man loved Billy Sunday and arranged 
his business plans so as to be as often as possible in the cities where 
the Sunday campaigns were in progress. Mr. and Mrs. W had 
been Christians for years, and respected church-members, but they 
hit the trail when Billy Sunday came to Philadelphia, and their 
Christian life has had new power and joy since. Mr. W is a 
regular ‘‘witness’’ on the ‘‘trail-hitter teams’’ spoken of in the 
article on page 309. 

Sunday School Times readers whose business trips do not take 
them to Kansas City are nevertheless to: have the privilege of follow- 
ing Billy Sunday there, 

And they are to see the campaign from a new angle. 

The following is a letter that came to the Editor of The Sunday 
School ‘limes last June from a Times reader in Kansas City : 














OR many months I have intended writing to you; attention 
EF and reply to the questions recently asked of your subscribers 

brings me to the performance of that intention. You are a 
busy man and I am a busy woman—I shall try to be-brief. 


Since leaving college and taking up Sunday-school work some 
ten years ago I have been a close student of the Bible and of The 
Sunday School Times. During these years I have seen all the 
fondest hopes of my younger life (perfectly legitimate hopes) dashed 
to the ground and broken into irretrievable pieces. (I am still 
having to pick my way among those sharp fragments—sometimes 
very painfully.) I know from experience what it is to drink the 
very dregs of disappointment,—tocry out in anguish for the possible 
passing of the cup. 

I was too proud to discuss my troubles, and, in fact, I found 
no one in my acquaintance who seemed to have anything more 
than I had myself. But from your editorials I deduced that you 
had /e thing that I needed—the Victorious Life—the kind Paul 
had and in which he was ‘‘content.” I finally decided that if you 
had it (and others whom you mentioned), I could have it—had a 
right to it—sinned if I did not get it. Having gotten to this point 
I was ready to follow directions. 


I unreservedly gave myself, body, mind, and soul, into the 
possession of Jesus Christ, to use and direct ic’accordance with His 
will, and then I simply awaited results in-perfect faith that He 
would do for me just what you said He had done for yourself and 
others, in accordance with his promise. I soon realized I was (and 
still am) one of those others. 


1 thank you from the bottom of my heart for the great service 
you did me in showing me the way to Victory. In my gratitude I 
am pointing the Way to many young wo:aen (and any others 
opportunity affords) whom God so mercifully has brought me in 
contact with. Thus the circle is ever widening. 


May God bless you in further helping.many more to greater 
riches in Christ Jesus, 


The writer of this letter is to report the Kansas City campaign, 
the first article appearing in next week’s issue. 

The professional journalist, the business man, the busy pastor, 
—all have been represented among the writers who have reported 
former campaigns for the Times. 

The Kansas City campaign will be seen through the keen eyes 
of a woman,—and one whose work as a Y.W.C.A. Secretary takes 
her into both the business and pastoral fields. 

As this Sunday School Times reader and Sunday-school worker 
enters upon the opportunity of sharing with the big Sunday School 
Times family the spiritual blessings Kansas City is to enjoy and thus 
spreading the revival, she is counting on the prayers of Sunday 
School Times readers. 
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[ Children at Home 





Ever-So-Sorry Sammy 
By Minnie L. Upton 


1" EVER so sorry!’ declared Sammy 

Sparrow. 

** Little good that doe:, Sammy Spar- 
row, after you’ve eaten up all the treat!” 
snapped Sallie Sparrow. ‘Why didn’t you 
call me?’”’ 

She eyed her forgetful husband in severe 
silence. 

**J—I forgot !’’stammered Sammy. 

‘¢ Hmph !”’ said Sallie. “*Hmph!” And 
that is all she did say. But she did not need 
to say any more, for Sammy knew perfectly 
well what she was thinking. He knew she 
was thinking that he was a very selfish mate, 
He knew that she must be thinking how ter- 
ribly tired she was of hearing him say ‘I’m 
ever so sorry,’’ when it was too late to do any 

ood. 

He had said it when he had let her build the 
nest almost entirely alone; and he had said 
it after staying away visiting so long, when 
their first nestful of eggs was hatching, that 
she had been obliged to leave the nest to get 
something to eat, and the eggs had chilled so 
that they never hatched, and they had had to 
start all over again; and he had said it when 
he brought the wrong sort of caterpillar for 
little Sissy Sparrow, and it had choked her. 

No wonder that Sallie looked at him sadly 
and sternly! 

But it made Sammy nervous; and he flew 
off to the Bartlett pear tree and got a nice 
bug for Sonny Sparrow. 

He looked so handsome as came back and 
gave the bug to Sonny that Sallie’s heart 
softened. 

*¢ Still, I meus¢ teach him a lesson,’’ she 
said to herself. ‘*But Aow shall I do it? 
How shail I do it?” 

Suddenly she hopped right up and down 
on the twig where ae was perching, to rest 
a minute. 

‘¢ That’s just what I’ll do !”’ she exclaimed 
gleefully. 

Sammy was away looking for another bug 
for Sonny, so he did not see her qeeer 
actions. At once she went to work hunting 
as hard as ever she could for bugs and worms, 

Back and forth, back and forth, she flew, 
bringing the very best ones to be found. 
Finally, Sonny Sparrow, and Susie Sparrow, 
and Sallie Jr., could not hold a single other 
bug or worm, 

**There!’’ she said to herself. ‘I guess 
that will last them!” 

And away slie flew. 


At first, Sammy did not think it queer, for |’ 


he thought she was going to some special 
place to find a particularly nice dainty for the 
children’s dessert. But when it grew dark, 
he became uneasy. 

Sallie ! Sailie!’’ he called, But no Sallie 
answered. 

** Sallie ! Sallie, my dear !’’ But no Sallie 
appeared, 

Finally he crept onto the nest, for the sun 
had set, and the dew had begun to fall, and 
the children were crying with cold. 

All through the long night he sat there, 
calling every little while, but not daring to 
leave the children. 

Oh, how worried he was ! And how tired ! 
He was not used to hovering the children 
long at a time ; and it cramped his legs dread- 
fully, and his wings felt so stiff that he feared 
they would never be of any use again. 

Just before sunrise, a soft little breeze 
came through the trees—and with it came 
Sallie ! 

**Oh, you are alive, my dear! How glad 
I am!” cried Sammy. ‘* Where have you 
been ?”’ 

**Oh,’’ replied Sallie, carelessly, ‘* I-went 
out to call on my old chum, Samantha Spar- 
row, and she insisted I should stay all night. 
I had such a good time !”’ 

Sammy stiffened up. ‘*I have been very 
anxious, Mrs, Sparrow! It was most thought- 
less of you!”’ 

**I’m ever so sorry,’’ said Sallie, softly, 
but eying Sammy from the corner of her eye. 

** [—oh—er—”’ stammered Sammy. ‘It’s 
all right, Sallie. Glad. you had a nice time.’’ 

** Thank you !’* said Sallie, sweetly. 

And there wasn’t another word said about 
it. They started off together, to get the 
family breakfast. 
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Over 60,000 Sold in Ten Months 


Rarely does an author so per. 
fectly meet the spiritual inter- 
est and need of humanity. 


THE MEANING 
OF PRAYER 


Harry Emerson Fosdick 
Art Leather, 50 cents. 





People in all walks of life testify to 
the helpfulness of this boox; it 
throws new light on God’s attitude 
toward us and our needs. Arran 

for daily study; Scripture printed 
infull. Fresh, vigorous comment, 
rich in illustrative material. 

The Continent—‘' No previous writer 
on the theme has excelled it. A per- 
manent Christian classic." 

The Survey —‘‘ Gives a new, vital and 
more practical meaning to prayer ; full 
of spiritual vision." 

R. Mott—‘‘It will answer the 
questions of many an honest doubter.”’ 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 











124 East 28th Street - New York 








But ever since then Sammy Sparrow has 
been very careful not to do things for which 
he will need to say, ** I’m ever so sorry!" 

Boston Mass. 
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Answer to the Cube Game 
(which was published last week) 


By Emma C. Dowd 


1-2, AdaH (Gen. 36: 2, 4). 
1-3, AhaZ (2 Kings 16: 1). 
2-4, Hurl (1 Chron. §: 14). 
3-4, ZerI (1 Chron. 25 : 3). 
1-5, AgeE (2 Sam. 23: 11). 
3-6, ZazA (1 Chron. 2: 33). 
4-7, IgaL (Num. 13: 7). 
5-6, EzrA (Ezra 7: 21), 
6-7, AbeL (Matt. 23: 35). 
MERIDEN, Conn. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


481. Who, under Jewish law, were not al- 
lowed to drink wine, cut their hair, or 
come near to a dead body ? 

482. Who sold his life for some dry sticks? 


483. Who was the first teetotaler mentioned 
in the Bible whose descendants fol- 
lowed his example ? 

484. Who was the leper king, the mad king, 
the giant king ? 

485. What giant had six fingers on each 
hand and six toes on each fvot, and 
what happened to him ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 

476. Jeremiah (Jer. 38). 

477. Jehoiakim, king of Judah, burned a 
scroll of the prophecy of Jeremiah. It 
was then prophesied of him that no son 
of his should rule after him, and that 
his dead body would be cast out with- 
out burial (Jer. 36, 37). 

478. Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 3 : 1). 


479. Ezekiel (Ezek. 48 : 35). 
480. The message of Jeremiah the prophet 
against Judah and Jerusalem (Jer. 19). 
PHILADELPHIA. 


** If I Came from the Moon” is one of the 
interesting and instructive Nature stories in- 
cluded in a book by Charles McIlvaine, en- 
| titled ‘** Outdoors, Indoors and Up the 
| Chimney.”’ The price of the book is 75 cents, 

postpaid, and copies may be had from The 
| Sunday School Times Company, 1031, Wal- 





| nut Street, Philadelphia. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 28 (Acts 15 : 2-35) 





' on 
hildren’s Da 
Because it contains the 
Bible Text used exclu- 
sively in all the graded 
lessons in all denomina-. 
tions. The American 
Standard is the best, 
for it brings the plain 
reader nearer the exact | 
thought of the sacred 
writers. 





Ask your Bookseller to show you special 
styles of Bibles and Testaments for children. 


Nelson’s **" Kewverk 


Cc. L. BARNHOUSE, Dept. S, Oskaloosa, lowa, 
a great catalogue of music suitable for Sunday 
School Orchestras. Samples FREE to Leaders. 























The Young People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer | 





Sunday, May 28 
How Missions are Blessing the World 
(Ezek. 47: 1-12. Foreign missionary 
‘ meeting). 


Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Light-bringers (2 Cor. 4 : 1-7). 
TuEs.— Educational blessings (Prov. 22: 





17-29). 
WED. —Changing lives (Acts 8 : 5-8). 
THuRS.—Making men brothers (Eph. 2: 


11-22). 

FRI.—Planting spiritual ideals (Rom. 8 : 
1-14). 

SaT.—Creating happy homes (Luke 10: 
38-42). 











What are missions doing for the world ? 
Tell of a land untouched by missions, 
The missionary’s home a blessing. 


N Western Persia and far-Eastern Turkey 
| for many years a distinction has been 
made between ‘dark villages’? and 
** light villages.’’ A village which has con- 
tained a graduate of Fiske Seminary in 
Urumia has been known asa “‘ light village,” 
and the villages without such girls in them 
have been known as ‘dark villages.’ 
Wherever these girls went they carried light 
with them, brought cleanliness into the 
homes, taught mothers how to care for their 
children, set a higher standard of relationship 
between men and women, encouraged the 
people to learn to read, gave the community 
a glimpse into the larger ranges of history 
and human life. The mission school was a 
fountain of light. 


Missions have been the means of estab- 
lishing modern education. Not only have 
the missionaries created and maintained their 
own schools, but they have inspired and often 
actually organized and developed schools and 
whole systems of education for governments, 
In India it was said of Carey by Dr. George 
Smith that “It was well that thus early in 
schools, in books and tracts, and in provid- 
ing the literary forms and apparatus of- the 
vernacular languages, Carey laid the founda- 
tion of the new national and imperial civili- 
zation. When the time for English came, 
the foundations were at least above the 
ground.”” And of Duff Sir Henry Maine 
said, in speaking of Duff’s departure from 
India: ‘* Gentlemen, if you only realize how 
rare this combination of qualities is,—how 
seldom the energy which springs from reli- 
gious conviction 1s found united with perfect 
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fearlessness in encouraging the spread of 


knowledge, you will understand what we 


have lost through Dr. Duff's departure, and 
why I place it among the foremost events in 
the university year.’’ 

~~ 


Missions have discouraged war and strife 
and promoted order and peace. ‘* To be 
welcomed in the land of cannibals,’’ said a 
Dutch traveler in Sumatra, Lunbing Hirum, 
‘*by children singing hymns, this indeed 
shows the peace-creating power of the Gos- 
pel.’? ‘*The benefits’? [of the missionary 
work in New Guinea], said Hugh Milman, 
a magistrate, ‘‘are immense; inter-tribal 
fights, formerly so common, being entirely 
at an end, and trading and communication, 
one tribe with another, now being carried on 
without fear.’’ 

% 


Missions have been the means of stimu- 
lating the whole movement of progress and 


example, ‘‘It was your missionaries,’’ said 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, ‘* who first 
introduced the printing of the Siamese lan- 
guage.’’? They built the first hospital and 
opened the first school. A missionary, at 
the request of the Siamese government, was 
our first American diplomatic representative, 
and another, at the same request, began the 
government schools. Missiouaries began 
and still lead in the education of girls, and 
they built and conduct what is still the only 
leper asylum in the land. Some years ago 
at a banquet given in honor of Prince Dam- 
rong, the leading statesman of Siam, the 
prince said to the American minister in a 
voice to be heard by all present, ‘‘ Mr. King, 
I want to say to you that we have great re- 
spect for your American missionaries in our 
country, and appreciate very highly the work 
that they are doing for our people. I want 
this to be understood by every one, and if 
you are in a position to let it be known to 
your countrymen, I wish you would say 
this for me. ‘The work of your people is 
excellent,”’ 
% 


Can we use our lives better than to invest 
them in such a fruitful undertaking ? 

In foreign missions our Lord’s promise to 
his disciples in John 7 : 38 has been fulfilied. 

Christ was the Light of the world. No 
one -can be truly his disciple without also 
lighting the worid. 

New York City. 








Glass of Water 
Upset Her 


People who don’t know about food 
should never be allowed to feed persons 
with weak stomachs. 

Some time ago a young woman who 
lives in Maine had an attack of scarlet 
fever, and when convalescing was per- 
mitted to eat anything she wanted. In- 
discriminate feeding soon put her back 
in bed with severe stomach and kidney 
trouble. 

‘There I stayed,” she says, ‘‘ three 
months, with my stomach in such con- 
dition that I could take only a few tea- 
spoonfuls of milk or beef juice at a time. 

inally Grape-Nuts was brought to my 
attention, and I asked my doctor if I 
might eatit. Hesaid ‘ Yes,’ and I com- 
menced at once. 

‘* The food did me good from the start, 
and I was soon out of bed and recov- 
ered from the stomach trouble. 1 have 
gained ten pounds and am able to do 
all household duties, some days sitting 
down only long enough to eat my meals. 
I can eat anything that one ought to 
eat, but I still continue to eat Grape- 
Nuts at breakfast and supper, and like 
it better every day. 

‘Considering that I could stand only 
a short time, and that a glass of water 
seemed ‘so heavy,’ I am fully satisfied 
that Grape-Nuts has been everything 
to me and that my return to health is 
due to it. 

‘‘I have told several friends having 
nervous or stomach trouble what Grape- 
Nuts did for me, and in every case they 
speak highly of the food.” 

‘*There’s a Reason.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 





are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





development in some lands. In Siam, for | 


-50000— 


of the Best Churches and Public Institutions 


of the country give definite, daily expression of the 
practical service value and efficiency of 


| WILSON 
Rolling Partitions 


Economy of space, convenience and simplicity in 
the subdivision of classrooms, suggest them. Mod- 
ern, practical efficiency demands them. They are not 
experiments. They have been on the market 40 


qf years. They have been tried out in every State of 


_ the Union and in most foreign countries. Under 
\ every possible condition they have always fit the 
|! requirements. Wherever used they are forever in- 
| dispensable. Church authorities everywhere ex- 


i || | press unqualified approval. Architects of the best 


1 planned, most perfectly equipped Church buildings 
| specify them. There are no substitutes. 


WILSON means a product—Right in Principle, Practical 
in Use, Perfect in Construction, and of Moderate Cost. 


Our experts are at the serv ice of Architects, Church 
Authorities and those interested in building or 
equipping churches. We are always glad to co- 
operate in every way, in consultation relative to 
material most adaptable to specific need, as well as 
in the actual installation work. 


| 
| 
| Wilson offices are located in the principal cities. 















Write for illustrated booklet, “Wilson’s Rolling 
Partitions.” Address nearest ce of the 


J. G. WILSON Corporation 


ATLANTA, Ga., Candler Bldg. NEW YORK, N. Y., 8 W. 40th St. 
BOSTON, Mass., 17 Pearl St. NORFOLK, Va., The J. 6. Wilson Corp. 
BUFFALO, N.Y., 802 Fidelity Bldg. OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., 614 Majestic Bdg. 
CHICAGO, Ul., Bldg. PITTSBURGH, Pa., Bessemer Bidg. 
DENVER, » 1526 Blake St. PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Heed Bldg. 


LOS ANGELES, Gal., 750 Keeler St. RICHMOND, Va., Real Estate Exchange Bg. 
SEATTLE, Wash., Foot of Madison St. 

SPOKANE, Wash., Wall St. and N.P. R’y 
SAN FRANCISCO., Cal., 525 Market St. 
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The Nation Passed By 


To a Good Samaritan : 


A nation is dying of hunger. It is a small, weak 
nation, and its call for help is unheard among the 
stronger appeals of its powerful neighbors, in their 
sudden, recent sufferings. For three years the country 
of Albania has been the victim of sword and famine. 
Now, the people are without food. Ten thousand 
human beings are starving daily. 


The women are emaciated; their bones seem about 
to protrude through the skin. Would you give bread 
to one famished woman, save for her a child dear to 
her as yours to you? Would you win a grateful look 
from the appealing eyes of her in whose wasted hands 
you place the gift? 


Give one hundred cents to buy flour for Albania. 

If you have given to other countries until you feel that 
ou can do no more, give ten cents. A bit of bread 

rom each of the well-fed to one of these will feed all. 


Tue ALBANIAN RELIEF Funp. 


Send money to the Albanian Relief Fund, 70 Fifth Ave., New York 








A. 





















r to Chure 
Their clear sweet tones are an invita- 
tion and constant call to duty, Your 


church needs one— countless stay-at- 
homes will be influenced. 


A Blymyer Bell will help you reach 
the most people, will help increase 
church attendance, and will be for all 
time to come a power for good, 


A Blymyer Church Bell will be as 
much a part of your church service as 
the music. 












Blymyer Bells, because of their spe- 
. cial composition and design, are 
sweet-toned, far-sounding and dura- 
ble. Their cost is low. 


Write for instructive bell book 
and pgesent low prices. 

















Reed & Barton's Individual Communion Service 











Trays ted sterli 

i eeate ae ee te rested lining whic 

prevents no! — in aerting , afl 

venience, MR. in tiers“one slightly above 
REED & BARTON 

an Established 182% 

Sliveramiths Taunton, Mass. 

Fifth Avenue and 32d St., New Vork City 
SA Breese pe a 

Church Organs 





Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827. 


Main Office and Works *°"Mun.°"” 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila,, Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 























CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 


gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo.,Dept.T, Chicago 





80 to 100 Words a Minute 
Totally new system, Based on Gymnastic Fin; 


ger 
Training! Brings amazing Ss aceu- 
racy—Bie Saranms. Rasy anyone First 
day shows results, Leara bey? ny 
illustrates and ex- 
48Page Boo Free plains all. Gives 
letters from hundreds with salaries doubled 
and trebled. A revelation as to speed and 
salary pussibieto 
typists. Postal 
will do, but write 
to-day —NOW 


Tulloss School ’ 
of Typewriting 


— 


1 

Hee 
Learn at 
Home 








WOULD YOU 


show this standard high 
rade 42 key fully visible 
ypewriter to your frietids 


and let them see whersio 
% —. E by ~~ cute 
| pA Fa | ae 
easily haveone 


Given to keep ; own? The 
or you ehaple ber, *hiail Pontionlere™™ 
WOODSTOCK TYPEWRITER CO.,Dept. ¥ 154, Chicagot. 
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Books Worth Noting 


Babylonia’s Civilization 
In this article Professor Melvin Grove 
Kyle reviews The Civilisation of Babylo- 
nia and Assyria, by Morris Jastrow, Jr., 
Ph.D., LL.D,, published by J. B. i 
pincott Company, London and Phila- 
delphia, at $6 net. 


POPULAR work written out of a most 
thorough technical knowledge and 
resting upon it at every point is Pro- 

fessor Jastrow’s remarkable volume on the 
civilization of Babylonia and Assyria. The 
author has achieved a difficult task well. He 
most carefully strikes a balance between a 
too voluminous statement of facts in the 
words of the original documents, and a too 
much condensed recording oi facts in the 
words of the author only, One cannot help 
wishing at times that more inscriptions were 
quoted as authority for important statements 
of fact, yet the reade” cannot wish the book 
any larger, The author has done about the 
best that could be done in this respect with 
such abundant materials. 

The reputation of Professor Jastrow as a 
scholar, and his manifest candor and honesty 
in stating facts, is a large element in the ac- 
ceptance the book is certain to have, It 
presents many things that have most impor- 
tant bearing upon the Bible, both its history 
and its doctrine,—Bible doctrine more than 
Bible history. The author is well known as 
a Bible critic of very liberal views, yet, while 
he maintains his independence of thought in 
his book, he keeps so close to the archeo- 
logical task in hand, that at the hundreds of 
places where thought runs out to critical 
problems he seldom yields to the temptation 
to digress into any utterances upon the prob- 
lenis raised, but leaves the reader to make 
his own application of the facts. Only in a 
few instances does he give expression to 
views to which conservative readers would 
take exception,—as when (p. 279) he says 
of the doctiine of a future life among Baby- 
lonians, ** As an heritage @ limited men- 
tal horizon of primitive culture, they could 
not conceive of life ouce begun coming to an 
absolute standstill.’? Here philosophical 
speculations are manifest. But such pas- 
sages are rare, and the book is worthy of the 
widest acceptance and intelligent use. 

There is first a.brief summary of excava- 
tions and discoveries in Babylonia and As- 
syria, ‘This is followed by a fascinating 
account of the method of the decipherment 
of the cunejform script, and then an equally 
condensed and graphic summary of the his- 
tory of the two nations in the Euphrates val- 
ley, which is so arranged as to show just how 
the civilization fits into the history and so is 
a most helpful introduction to the real theme 
of the book, 

The civilization is treated under. these 
heads: The Gods, the Cults, Law and Com- 
merce, Art and Architecture, An amazing, 
almost bewildering, knowledge of the details 
of archeological materials is apparent in 
nearly every statement, The discussion of 
Law and Commerce, especially as exhi' ited 
in the Code of Hammuzabi, is easily the real 
great treasure of the book. The only gen- 
eral criticism that might be made of this re- 
markably able, indeed surpassing, discussion 
of the Code is that his comments seem some- 
what speculative attimes. A judge to whom 
I once submitted the Code took a far more 
practical view..of it. Professor Jastrow’s 
views of the Code seem at times to reflect 
rather speculative scholarship. But this does 
not much detract from the great value of the 
discussion. I have seen nowhere eise so 
penetrative an examination of the Code of 
Hammurabi. 

The book is préfusely and most helpfully 
illustrated, and altogether is a splendid piece 
of book-making. 








In a recent review of the new Rodeheaver 
and Gabriel hymnal ‘‘ Songs for Service,’’ 
the authorship of the hymn ‘Since Jesus 
Came Into My Heart’’ was incorrectly cred- 
ited to Charles H. Gabriel. The words of 
this beautiful hymn were written by the Rev. 
R. H. McDaniel, while Mr. Gabriel is the 
composer of the music. 


Method books you need in Sunday-school 
work are listed in the Times’ book catalog. 
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Teaching People 
How to Eat 


For Health, Strength and Efficiency 
By ARTHUR TRUE BUSWELL, M.D. 


F YOU have ever lived on a farm you 
have heard of ** balanced rations,’’ and 
what remarkable results they have -ac- 
complished when fed to cattle and other 
animals. ‘The United States Govern- 

ment has a department devoted to teaching 
farmers how to feed their stock so as to de- 
velop it to the highest point of health and 
efficiency. 

Yet until recently I have never heard of 
** balanced rations ’’ for humans or, in fact, 
of any serious attempt made to teach people 
what to eat and what not to eat. I was there- 
fore greatly interested in the work of the 
Corrective Eating Society of Maywood, New 
Jersey, founded by Eugene Christian, the 
eminent food scientist, It seems that this 
Society is dedicated to teaching people how 
to combine and proportion food for greater 
health and efficiency and their work is meet- 
ing with success so great that it almost seems 
too good to be true, 

Twenty years ago Eugene Christian was at 
death’s door. For years he had suffered the 
agonies of acute stomach and _ intestinal 
trouble. His doctors—among them the most 
noted specialists in this country—gave him 
up to die. He was educated for a doctor, 
but got no relief from his brother piysicians,° 
so as a- last resort he commenced to study 
the food question, especially its relation to 
the human system, and as a result of what 
he learned he succeeded in “terally eating 
his way back to Perlect health without drugs 
or medicinés of any kind—and in a remark- 
ably short space of time, 

To-day Eugene Christian is a man 55 years 
young. He has more ginger, more vitality, 
and physical endurance than most youngsters 
in their ’teens. He literally radiates energy 
and power, 

So remarkable was his recovery that Chris- 
tian knew he had discovered a great truth 
which fuily developed would result in a new 
science—the science of Correct Eating. 

From that day to this he has devoted his 
life to telling others of the power of Correct 
Eating. From his research work he became 
convinced that go per cent of the ills of man- 
kind originate in the stomach and intestines. 
Ile found that these ills responded to correct- 
ive eating. Since then he has told 23,000 
people how to eat, what to eat and what 
not to eat with the result that almost in- 
variably they were brought back to a type 
of health that they never dreamed they 
could reach, 

Very often good foods, when eaten in com- 
bination with other good food:, create a 
chemical action in the digestive tract and are 
converted into dangerous toxic poisons, which 
are respunsible for nearly all sickness, In 
other words, good foods wrongly combined 
will cause acidity, fermentation, gas, consti- 
pation and numerous sympathetic ills leading 
to most serious consequences, 

These truths have been strongly brought 
out by Professor Metchnikoff in his treatise 
on the ‘‘ Prolongation of Life’? and by many 
other modern scientists. But most efforts in 
the past have been designed solely to remove 
the effect, by cleansing out the system and 
removing the poisons after they had formed, 
wholly disregarding the cause. 

The Corrective Eating Society, however, 
has gone a step further. Instead of waiting 
until the poisons accumulate, they tell you 
how to prevent them. They have shown 
that just as some combinations of food pro- 
duce slow consuming poisons that wreck the 


system, other combinations of food taken in 
the right proportions become the greatest 
tonics for health, efficiency, and long life 
ever discovered. And a wonderful feature of 
their method is that results come practicaiiy 
with the very first meal. 

As Christian explains, in no case are pat- 
ented or proprietary foods prescribed, All 
of the foods may be obtained from your gar- 
den, at your local stores, or in any restaurant. 
It is not necessary to upset your table to 
follow his remarkably simple suggestions, 

In order to help as many people as _possi- 
ble, not only those who are ailing but those 
who want to maintain their health, The 
Corrective Eating Society has prepared a 
book based upon Eugene Christian’s 20 
years’ experience, This book, Corrective 
Eating in 24 Lessons, is being offered for 
free examination to those who are interested. 
This work was written expressly for the lay- 
man. Technical terms have been avoided 
and every point is explained so that there 
can be no possible misunderstanding. 

But the lessons do not mercly tell you why 
you should eat correctly and what the results 
will be, they also give actual menus for break- 
fast, luncheon and dinner, curative as well as 
corrective, covering every condition of health 
and sickness for all ages from infaucy to old 
age and coyering gall occupations, climates 
and seasons. P 

Christian says that every thinking man ot 
woman—young or old—well or sick—should 
know the science of correet-ealing. “That 
most people dig thei¥ graves with their teeth 
is as true as gospel, in his estimation, Food 
is the fuel of the human system. And just as 
certain fuels. will produce definite results 
when. consumed in.a furnace, so will certain 
foods produce the desired results when put 
into the human furnace. 

Yet not one person in a thousand has any 
knowledge of food.as fuel. Some of the com- 
binations we eat every day are as inefficient 
and dangerous as soggy wood, wet leaves, 
mud, sawdust and a little coal would be fora 
furnace. No wonder most of us are only 50 
per cent efficient. 

The relationship of health to material suc- 
cess is so-close that the result of the Society’s 
teaching is a form of personal efficiency 
which puts people head and shoulders above 
their less fortunate brothers, Everyone knows 
that the best ideas, plans and methods are 
worked out when you are brimful of vitality 
—when you feel full of ‘‘ginger.’? The 
better you feel—the better work you can do. 
I understand that The Corrective Eating So- 
ciety’s lessons have times without number 
been the means of bringing great material 
prosperity to its students by endowing them 
with health so perfect that work seems like 

lay. 

. If you would like to see the Book of 24 
Lessons in Corrective Eating written by 
Eugene Christian out of his vast experience, 
merely write and ask the Society at the ad- 
dress given below to send the lessons for 
five days’ free examination with the under- 
standing that you will either return the les- 
sons within that time or remit $3, the small 
fee asked. 

If the more than 300 pages contained in 
the course yield but one single suggestion 
that will bring greater health, you will get 
many times the cost of the course back in 
personal benefit—yet hundreds write the 
Society that they find vital health on every 
page. (Advi.) 


! t that clip out and mail the following form instead of writing a 
sugges you Ld 


letter, as this is a copy of the official 


used and will be at once 


oo oe oe oe ee ee oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee oe oe a ee ae ee ee ee eee ee ee eee eee ee oe 


CORRECTIVE EATING SOCIETY, INC., 435 Hunter Ave., Maywood, N. J. 


GENTLEMEN : —You may send me prepaid a copy of Corrective Eating in 24 Lessons 
I will either remail these to you in five days or send you $3. 


GEIGE ciriccicerence vietrvtesvessssssccesvencventee ° 
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